
2026 IMTA State Pre-College Piano 
Audition Results
Chair: Dr. Melinda Westphalen
Held at University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls
LEVEL A:
Adjudicator: Dr. Nicole Messerschmitt


Winners: 
Claire Zhou ( Nai-Ying Liao) 
Simon Clark ( Amy Linville)

Runner-up: 
Paige Benson ( Julie Bond) 
Hugo Hauta ( Sharon Jensen)


Honorable Mentions: 
Gabriella Knezevic ( Rosa Scott) 
Joyce Jiang ( Roberta Quist)


LEVEL B:
Adjudicator: Allison Chenoweth McGurn


Winners: 
Aria Smart ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Anneliese Tarpey ( Laura Crumbleholme) 
Runner-up: 
Riley Klinefelter ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Thomas Haile ( Andrea Johnson)


Honorable Mentions: 
Noah Peterson ( Linda Benson) 
Lucas McCarley ( Janci Bronson) 
Cora Clark ( Amy Linville) 
Julia Worsham ( Sharon Jensen) 
Hridaya Sainju ( Tina Chapman) 
Malia Saito ( Nora Reiter)


LEVEL C:
Adjudicator: Dr. Bryan Stanley


Winners: 
Charlotte McClure ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Vicky Lin ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Runner-up: 
Sophia Li ( Cindy Lin) 
Megan Cheng ( Suzanne Torkelson)


Honorable Mentions: 
Fletcher Sams ( Amy Linville) 
John Henry ( Diane Stadtlander)


LEVEL D:
Adjudicator: Dr. Kristin Jonina Taylor




Winners: 
Cecelia Cotran ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Arnav Dervesh ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Jennifer Ji ( Nai-Ying Liao) 
Sapphire Gibbins ( Amy Linville) 
Runner-up: 
Andrew Xu ( Alan Huckleberry) 
Eli Tang ( Janci Bronson) 
Charlotte Green ( Ted Reuter) 
Ada Burns ( Catherine Bryan)


Honorable Mentions: 
Jovin Binto ( Roberta Quist) 
James Ackerson ( Lauree Christman)


LEVEL E:
Adjudicator: Dr. Du Huang


Winners: 
Sebastian Gearhart ( Marion Scott) 
Matthew Lu ( Lauree Christman) 
Runner-up: 
Bella De Haan ( Nicholas Roth) 
Thomas Aguilar ( Ann Barry)


Honorable Mentions: 
Arman Nikoueiha ( Sylvia Dieterichs)


LEVEL F:
Adjudicator: Dr. Charles Schmidt


Winners: 
Minerva Cao ( Larisa Kanevski) 
Laura Chen ( Mei-Hsuan Huang) 
Duy Xuan Ha Duong ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Youan Lee ( Minji Kwon) 
Runner-up: 
Claire Huang ( Rene Lecuona) 
Bennett Lambelet ( Kristin Taylor) 
Kevin Du ( Suzanne Torkelson) 
Chloe Liang ( Cyndie Caruth)


Honorable Mentions: 
Isabelle Ryan ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Gwenyth Franczyk ( Cyndie Caruth) 
Helen Peng ( Suzanne Torkelson) 
Olivia McClure ( Cyndie Caruth)


