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President’s Message Summer 2017
Dear IMTA Members,

As I write this, I am eager to go on vacation for a couple of weeks. I will return to many questions, emails, missed 
phone calls and texts; some for which I will have an answer and some not. It comes with the territory.

Those of you who know me, you know I didn’t accept the position as president the second time around because it’s entertaining, 
because it pays, or because I have a lot of free time. Those of you who know me know I am a fulltime studio teacher and sales
manager for a wholesale piano distributor for an eight-state area. You also know that I am a church organist. I love to present 
workshops, adjudicate auditions and festivals, and keep very active in this organization. In addition to that, I have a family
and four adorable grandsons with whom I stay in close contact just to further test my sanity. Some of you know I have been a 
member of the Iowa Music Teachers Association since I was in high school as a student member. IMTA has been in my blood 
for a long time. Those of you who have been in this organization as long as I have know that IMTA/MTNA does not owe me 
a more successful studio; I had to connect to do that. I had to get involved and listen. I owed all those wonderful teachers with 
more experience and success my time and my attention.

Yes, getting involved is diffi cult. I had to volunteer. I had to be willing to put in my time. Even when my children were young, 
I gave up many, many weekends to prepare and attend board meetings. I attended both state and national conferences time and 
time again.

I was grateful to IMTA for giving me an avenue and opportunity to “learn the ropes” and grow as a teacher, human being, and,
now, as a mentor. Being president takes a lot of time, but I’m willing to get a little less sleep in order to reach out and help even
one more person fi nd their way.

We have a wonderful mentoring program in our state chaired by Joan Hopkins. There is no-one more kind or helpful. You may 
email her at any time at kjhopkins67@gmail.com. She can connect you with a member in your area who can explain all you 
need to know about the available and incredible programs for teachers and students.

Yes, I see a lot of teachers come and go in this organization. Some may think after a few years that IMTA has nothing to offer 
them. Some may think the obstacles to be certifi ed or become a successful teacher or an adjudicator are too daunting. I am here 
to say it is simply not true. Teaching music is a diffi cult, lonely profession. We have challenging hours. You need to be tough,
have policies that work for you, and be your own business and marketing manager. You need to have people skills. You need to 
keep up on everything that interests today’s young student, yet you still must relate to them one-on-one in a very personal way.

If you don’t believe you need IMTA in your life, ask me. Call me. IMTA doesn’t owe me anything. I owe IMTA everything. 
I feel grateful and privileged to have given all these years. Yes, there are days I am overwhelmed but I have friends- IMTA 
friends who help me through. The best way to get something out of our incredible organization is to be willing to give. Every
year I meet a few new people in our organization who aren’t afraid to volunteer for a position or help in some way. I love 
watching them grow and become increasingly successful and confi dent.

Whether you’re new or “seasoned”, make an effort reach out to the teacher in your community who may be afraid to join or 
may not know about us. Volunteer to be on our board. Volunteer to help at a conference, a festival or auditions. We can always
use more hands. Most of all, join with the many colleagues and myself who want to keep IMTA alive and growing. If everyone 
would pledge to bring one new member to a meeting or stop and have morning coffee with a potential member, our numbers 
would skyrocket. You know what they say…if you want to open a restaurant, you build right next to another restaurant! Having 
more successful teachers in your community is not competition- it keeps music alive. Invite them. Help them. Direct them to
Joan or myself. Get involved and give yourself the gift of being connected in a meaningful way. IMTA needs you. You need 
IMTA.

 Cyndie Caruth



Announcements
Birth Announcement

Symphony Ann McCoy was born to Simon and Rachel McCoy and big brother Declan
 on April 3, 2017 at 3:38 am, 8 lbs. 13.6 oz., 21 inches.

IMTA Fall Magazine Deadline
September 15, 2017

Please send submissions to Dr. Luke Tyler, Editor: Luke.Tyler@loras.edu. Please include IMTA in the subject line,
along with a description of the submission. Refer to the submission guidelines in this newsletter for further 

instructions.

IMTA State Piano Festivals

It’s not too late to have an IMTA festival if you are not on the schedule! 
The purpose of IMTA Festivals is to promote a confi dent performance for each student, and is a unique opportunity
for students to work with and receive verbal comments from a master teacher. Some teachers encourage students to
participate in festivals as an alternative to auditions and contests while others use festivals as a preparation tool for 

those same venues.

 

Rachel McCoy, NCTM, IMTA State Festivals Chair



2017-2018 IMTA PIANO STATE FESTIVAL LIST

Center/Place ChairDate Phone/Email

Ames

Cedar Rapids/Marion 1A

Des Moines, Suburbs

Forest City

Gowrie

Jefferson

Osceola

Webster City

1-12/13-18

12/2/17

12-2-17

1-13-18

1-?-18

1-20-18

12-2-17

1-?-18

Pam Sibbel

Allison Chenoweth

Irina Kaplan

Melissa Phillips

Linda Benson

Rhena Lane

Algona TBD TBD    Al

Fort Dodge 12-?-17 Jan Altemeier

Iowa City/Coralville 11-11-17 Nancy Cree

Mason City TBA Lisa Pohlman

Quad-Cities/Bettendorf/Davenport 11-??-17

Cedar Falls/NAMTA TBD Rebecca Nickles

Des Moines, Ankeny 11-??-17 AmyMechling

Dubuque 11-??-17 Leslie Appleby

 Rachel McCoy

Linda Allebach

Joan Hopkins,
NCTM

TBD

515-232-6198
pamsibbel@mchsi.com

rebecca nickles@gmail comrebecca.nickles@gmail.com

amylinville@mchsi.comli ill @ h i

amymechling@gmail.com

563-557-0399
leslieappleby@gmail.com 

515-287-2280
Irinak@mchwi.com

507-360-6477
melissa.phillips@waldorf.edu

515-570-5787
altemj@frontiernet.netaltemj@frontiernet.net

515-351-9910
Lindabensonpiano@gmail.com
319-354-3085
nancy@nancycree.com
515-386-2213
rhenalane@gmail.com

641 423 0448641-423-0448
lissa.pohlman@gmail.com

712-830-9239
rachel.d.mccoy@gmail.com

309-787-1341
dcallebach@msn.com

515-832-5704
fredjoanhopkins@gmail.com

Notes to Chairs: Check your packets for additional instructions on running your festival.



Editor’s Guidelines, 2017
Hello Everyone! I’m looking forward to working with IMTA to have continue the
success of our organization and produce our publication. To expedite the process of 
putting the magazines together, I would like to offer the following guidelines:

When emailing, please always include “IMTA Fall/Spring/etc” in the sub-
ject line. This helps greatly in identifying all emails relevant to publication when
I’m trying to locate submissions. I hate to leave anything out, but this can be chal-
lenging when combining emails from school, my other organizations, and other 
commitments. This is further compounded by email fi lters, which have a tendency
to remove items I need to my “Clutter” folder.

For submissions:
 If your document is one page, it would be immensely helpful if you 

send it as a .pdf. This saves me time and ensures that your formatting, fonts,
graphics, etc all remain intact.

 If your document is longer, you may send it as a Word document,
though I will be forced to cut and edit the document to make it fi t in the best way
possible. You may still consider sending a .pdf and placing page breaks where you 
wish. 

For written submission (Recitals, announcements, etc):
 As editor, I will always double-check formatting and writing style

to try to provide a uniform reading experience. Be aware that I will always include
oxford commas, and other standard writing styles by our discipline (I typically 
refer to Turabian Chicago style). Please don’t be insulted if I make minor changes 
to submissions to help with length, to correct minor errors, or to increase clarity. I
will always be happy to work with you if you are not certain about writing style.

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. I live a
busy, obligation-fi lled lifestyle, so please be persistent if you don’t hear a response
quickly.

Best Regards,

Luke Tyler
Luke.Tyler@loras.edu







Composition Guidelines

2017-2018 MTNA Student Composition Competition 
 
1. The application form deadline for all states is Wednesday, September 13, 2017.   All applications must be 
submitted online before 3:00 pm, (Eastern Time) on September 13, 2017.  Print a copy for your records. The manuscripts 
will now be uploaded as a PDF file as you register. More information on how to do that will be available sometime in 
August on the MTNA website. Manuscripts will NO longer be mailed to the State Composition Coordinator. 
    
2. Online Instructions:    Entry fees are nonrefundable and are paid directly to MTNA. 
  1.   Go to www.mtna.org 
  2.   Click on MTNA. 
  3.   Choose “2017-2018 Competitions Guidelines” from Competitions menu. 
  4.   Follow the online directions. 
       
3. Entry fees per student for the Composition Competition are as follows: 
  Elementary: Entry fee:  $50, Age: 5-10 as of January 1, 2018. 
  Junior High: Entry fee:  $70, Age: 11-14 as of January 1, 2018.  
  Senior High: Entry fee:  $100, Age: 15-18 as of January 1, 2018. 
  Young Artist: Entry fee:  $100, Age: 19-26 as of January 1, 2018. 
   
4. Current active membership MUST be paid prior to accessing the student composition application.  
5. Entrants will be assessed a $150 nonmember teacher fee if the membership is not paid for the 2017-2018 

membership year. 
6. Entrants must have prepared the composition with the teacher listed on the Official Application Form.   
7. A national winner may not participate in the same competition category again. 
 
 Student Composition Rules 
1. Dues for the teacher for the 2017-2018 year must be paid by August 31, 2017. 
2. A student may submit only one entry.  
3. A student may enter the competitions in only one state. 
4. Only one student per entry is allowed. 
5. The performance time may not exceed 10 minutes. 
6. Only compositions for nine performers or less will be accepted.  
7. Measures of the composition must be numbered, preferably at the beginning of each system. 
8. Manuscripts are to be a computer-generated PDF score and MIDI file that are submitted online to National. 
9. No change may be made to the manuscript once it has been submitted with the application.. 
      
 Please consider entering your student's compositions in the MTNA Composition Competition.  It is the intent of 
this competition to encourage creativity and self-expression in student musicians through the art of composing and to 
recognize their achievements, as well as the significant work of their teachers. All Composition Competition Rules can be 
found on the mtna.org website. If you have any questions feel free to call me or e-mail me with your questions.   
 
Tina Chapman,  IMTA State Composition Competition Coordinator 
145 Golfview  Ct.,  North Liberty,  IA  52317 
Cell: (319) 331-3173 
Studio:  (319)  351-2000 x:1394 
email: tchapman@westmusic.com      
 


