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The leader in music education 
graduates teaching in the 
state of Iowa.

“With friendly and knowledgeable teachers, 
I have learned a great deal about music and 
what it means to be a musician. UNI has a great 
atmosphere where anyone who is interested in 
music would feel at home.”

    - Danny Kleinheinz,
     music educator, UNI alumnus

For more information, visit music.uni.edu/apply
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WHAT’S 
INSIDE

THE 
EDITOR’S 
DESK

W ith MTNA, District and State competitions behind us, 
many of us reflect on our teaching year. Additionally, 
we are looking forward to seeing everyone in person at 

conference. They say third time’s a charm and UNI has a schedule 
jam-packed with performances, speakers and classes for anyone in 
the music profession! I hope you will join us in June as we meet old 
friends and make new, explore the UNI campus and their amazing 
facilities and once again connect with one another in a more 
meaningful way.
Kudos to Cate Bryan who successfully survived her first year as State 
Auditions chair. I appreciated her ability to take on her role with a 
sense of grace and charity, while asking questions as they arose. The 
day passed quickly and smoothly. She was willing do things in a way 
that best worked for her and the sun still came up shining the next day! 
Her job is such a massive undertaking. She’s going to be a true gem, so 
please, take the time express your gratitude to her if you haven’t.
Our approaching magazine deadline is June 1st. It will include 
conference highlights, welcome to new officers, and some long 
awaited additions to our repertoire list. As you submit your articles 
to imtamagazine@gmail.com, please label them “(your position)
Summer22” so it’s easier to file. You can’t imagine how many articles 
I receive labeled “magazine article”, which can get fairly confusing 
quickly! I’m not requesting anyone do my job, but I appreciate your 
making it less complicated to file and sort. 
In conclusion, a heartfelt thank-you goes to everyone who voted in 
the West Central Division elections through MTNA. Regardless of 
who you voted for, you are an essential part of the process. During 
the election, I received many encouraging correspondences from 
people I know, and from people I hope to meet…something I hadn’t 
counted on. I am deeply humbled by the encouragement and kindness 

within our group and all of the 
West Central Division states. 
Surprisingly, on March 3rd, I 
received a lovely congratulatory 
letter from the MTNA 
office. Our Iowa organization 
represents so many incredible 
qualities that I feel confident my 
role with West Central Division 
as director-elect and ultimately 
director, will help to engender 
fresh ideas and opportunities 
to all of us in the Midwest. I am 
indebted to those of you who 
continue to offer remarkable 
support.

IMTA Information Editor

Cyndie Caruth, NCTM
imtainformation@gmail.com 
imtamagazine@gmail.com
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IMTA Statement of Philosophy

IMTA Statement of Function

IMTA Magazine 

MTNA Founding and Purpose

Membership 
IMTA/MTNA membership year:
July 1 through June 30. 
MTNA National  
membership dues: $85.00 
Active Iowa IMTA dues: $40.00 
MTNA Senior  
70 years or older: $62.25
Iowa Senior dues 65 or older: $20.00 
MTNA Collegiate  
membership dues: $19.00 
Iowa Collegiate Student  
member dues $10.00
Collegiate Membership is open to 
all college music students who are 
also members of an affiliated state 
association and a collegiate chapter if 
available. Collegiate membership runs 
October 1 through September 30. 
A six-month/trial membership is 
offered to individuals meeting active 
membership criteria who have never 
been MTNA members. The six-
month/trial membership runs from 
January 1 through June 30. 
Contact Us  
Contact a local association president at: 
iamta.org/local-associations.php 
and experience valuable meetings 
and networking opportunities.
Please contact MTNA at  
(888) 512-5278 or (513) 421-1420 
for further member information. 

Official Publication of the  
Iowa Music Teachers Association
Affiliated with The Music  
Teachers National Association
Advertising contact: 
imtaadvertising@gmail.com
Submit articles and photos to: 
imtainformation@gmail.com

The Iowa Music Teachers Association, reflecting the tradition of Music Teachers National 
Association, is dedicated to a practical role of artistic service in our society. Through activities 
involving students, merchants and patrons as well as music teachers, the Iowa Music Teachers 
Association promotes professional standards in music and fulfills its dedication to cultural 
leadership. To explore the Iowa Music Teachers Association online, visit www.iamta.org.

The function of The Iowa Music Teacher is to reflect the philosophy of the Iowa Music Teachers 
Association; to serve as a vehicle of communication for its members to their state officers, expressing 
their attitudes and needs; to inform the subscribers and membership of events and ideas; to report 
musical activity in the state; and to stimulate and encourage active interest participation, and 
support for the Iowa Music Teachers Association as it maintains its role of leadership in the state 
of Iowa. 

As a non-profit organization, Iowa Music Teachers Association quarterly magazine subscriptions 
are mailed automatically to members. Non-member subscriptions are $10.00 per issue. One sam-
ple copy furnished to prospective members without charge upon request. The Iowa Music Teachers 
is not a registered copyright publication. Members have permission to reprint anything contained 
herein unless there is a specific notice of copyright appended to the article or portion of an article. 
For further information about the magazine, contact the editor at imtamagazine@gmail.com.

In 1876, Theodore Presser and 62 of his colleagues founded Music Teachers National Association 
with the purpose of advancing the value of music study and music making to society while supporting 
the careers and professionalism of music teachers. Today with more than 20,000 members, MTNA 
is a vibrant and powerful professional alliance with members reaping the rewards of collaboration, 
continuity and connection throughout the lifetime of their music teaching careers. MTNA/IMTA 
Active Membership is available to any individual professionally engaged in a music activity who is 
also a member of an affiliated state association. Active members enjoy all benefits of membership 
and are entitled to participate in all MTNA activities, vote and hold office. 
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| IMTA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE |

Dr. Janci Bronson
imtapresident@gmail.com 
jbronson@iastate.edu

IMTA President

Greetings, IMTA members!
I hope your spring semester of teaching, 
performing, and various musical endeavors has 
been successful and rewarding. Please read on for 
important IMTA and MTNA announcements 
and highlights of upcoming events. 
Congrats to Sharon Jensen, Iowa’s MTNA 
Foundation Fellow! This is such an incredibly 
well-deserved honor. Thank you, Sharon for 
your current and ongoing dedication to the 
field of music and teaching, as well as your 
longstanding service to IMTA. We are grateful 
to have Sharon serving as IMTA’s current 
Third Vice-President of Local Associations and 
President-Elect. We look forward to celebrating 
Sharon as part of our IMTA state conference 
banquet on Monday June 6, 2022 at UNI.
Exciting upcoming IMTA & MTNA events. 
Save the date:
Please plan to join us for the long-awaited in-
person IMTA State Conference at UNI, June 
5-7, 2022! See the full conference details later in 
this magazine. 
Some conference highlights:
 • Wonderful guest clinicians:  
  Melody Bober and Peter Mack. 
 • Additional sessions offered by our own 
  Iowa greats: Robin Guy, Andrea Johnson,  
  and Jason Sifford. 
Sunday June 5: 
 • Please consider entering your senior  
  piano student(s) in the IMTA  
  Scholarship Auditions if they plan to  
  pursue music in college. Contact  
  scholarship chair Ted Reuter for   
  more details. 
 • Come hear the State Audition winners  
  at the afternoon Honors Recital.
 • Enjoy the Iowa All-Stars evening  
  concert featuring our local talent.

Monday June 6: 
 • Executive state board come out for an 
  early breakfast business meeting. 
 • All IMTA members enjoy networking  
  and relaxing at the evening conference 
  banquet.
Tuesday June 7:  
All members should plan to join for the 
lunchtime annual IMTA business meeting. 
Thank you to the outstanding UNI conference 
planning committee: Robin Guy and  
Lucinda Lear (co-chairs), Andrea Johnson,  
and Jean Hilbert. 
Enjoy ongoing pedagogical education and 
networking in-state at the wonderful NAMTA 
Pedagogy Workshop: July 9, 2022 at Wartburg 
College. Clinicians: Janci Bronson, Andrea 
Johnson, and Suzanne Torkelson. See more 
details later in this magazine.
Consider traveling to the in-person MTNA-
affiliated conference: National Group Piano 
and Piano Pedagogy Forum (GP3), August 
5-6, 2022, at University of Arizona in 
Tucson, Arizona. 
 • www.mtna.org/GP3 - see schedule & 
  registration (register before June 30 to 
  receive discounted rate).
 • Wonderful pedagogical topics  
  appropriate for private and  
  collegiate teachers! 
 • I’ll be there and hope to see some of  
  you join. 
I look forward to seeing you at the IMTA State 
Conference at UNI! 

IMTA & MNTA  
UPCOMING EVENTS
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IMTA MEMBERSHIP 
KEEPS US CONNECTED

H urrah! We have weathered another 
Iowa winter and are looking forward to 
Spring as I type this article - wrapping 

up another school year with recitals and other 
performances to prepare or attend. Also, as 
educators we are assessing what worked well and 
how to tweak that which was not so successful 
as we plan for future teaching. It is an on-going 
learning experience for each of us, that keeps us 
enthused and motivated.
With a few new IMTA members added since the 
new calendar year we are 282 members strong. 
I wish I knew all of you and am so glad for our 

Joan Hopkins, NCTM
imtamembers@gmail.com

IMTA Membership Chair

IMT that helps us to become acquainted and 
keep us connected. I am looking forward to our 
IMTA summer conference in June at U.N.I. in 
Cedar Falls to reconnect in-person once again 
with those who have been long time friends and 
meet new fellow musicians. 

| MEMBERSHIP NEWS |

*John Landkamer
702 Broad St.
Grinnell, IA 50112-2226
john.landkamer@grinnellmutual.com
(641) 990.9011

*Diana Pollard
3355 Ridgeview Dr.
Des Moines, IA 50320-2086
missdianaspiano@gmail.com
(712) 749-0450
piano

*Beth Kilpatrick
901 Parkview Circle
Hewitt, TX 66643-3265
bethkilpatrick@alumni.baylor.edu

*Kinza Zenabu Maclin
1724 320th St.
Sherrard, IL 61281-8502
kinzazenabumaclin@gmail.com
(262) 751-3495
piano

*Ming Hu
260 Hawkeye Ct., Apt.320
Iowa City, IA 52246-2867
ming-hu@uiowa.edu
piano

Reinstating Member:
Sherri Nicholson, NCTM
206 NW Rock Creek Circle
Ankeny, IA 50023
nicholsons@faith.edu
(515) 964-0601
accompanying

New Members
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

2022-23 Membership Dues  
New and reinstating members may renew or join. All  Local, 
State IMTA and National MTNA dues are available now 
through September 1.  Deadline is September 1, 2022 in order 
to be eligible for IMTA student competitions, IMTA festivals 
and the IMTA adjudicator’s list.  Go to mtna.org to pay  
dues online.

IMTA/West Scholarship deadline
May 20, 2022     
See information in this issue. Apply online or contact 
imtascholarship@gmail.com

Summer IMTA Magazine submission deadline
June 1, 2022

IMTA State Conference
June 5-7, 2022
University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa 
Registration in this issue and online at iamta.org
Sunday, June 5 Scholarship auditions from 12:30 until  
2:00  p.m. in Davis Hall and IMTA Honors Recital at 4:00.

NAMTA Pedagogy Workshop
July 29, 2022
Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa 
Registration form in this issue.

Fall IMTA Magazine submission deadline
September 1, 2022

All events will be held in person unless designated virtual.
See Festivals and Auditions page for specific dates and deadlines 
for your District events. All events will be listed on the calendar 
and as reminders at iamta.org. 

SUMMERCamps
Grandview Youth Piano Camp

June 19- 24, 2022
Day camp 1:00-4:30 daily.  

Apply online or email:  
edavidson@grandview.edu

University of Iowa Camp
June 19-24, 2022

Dr. Alan Huckleberry, clinician & coordinator  
Apply online

Wartburg Keyboard Camp
June 20-25, 2022 
Dr. Ted Reuter 

Apply by emailing ted.reuter@wartburg.edu

Wartburg Keyboard Camp
July 25-28, 2022  

Dr. Suzanne Torkelson 
Apply online
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State Conference

June 5-7

MAKE PLANS 
TO JOIN US IN 
PERSON IN JUNE!
Although life continues to present uncertainties, this year’s IMTA State 
Conference, third time in the making, will be held June 5-7, Sunday through 
Tuesday, at the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls. The UNI piano faculty, 
the Conference Committee with Cindy Lear and Robin Guy (Co-Chairs),  
Janci Bronson, Andrea Johnson, Jean Hilbert, and members of NAMTA are 
excited to host this event.

Pedagogy at UNI, will present “Applications to 
Piano Performance from the Field of Acting.” 
And I, Robin Guy, will present on aspects of 
Building Collaborative Piano Skills, sharing my 
fondness for making music with others. 
And all the expected “regular” events will 
occur, from the inspiring All-Stars Opening 
Recital Sunday evening featuring wonderful 
performances from within our membership, 
the Honors Recital of our student winners, 
Suzanne Torkelson presenting new music, the 
Student Scholarship Competition and National 
Certification session, to the Exhibits. Because 
of the previous lapses of in-person events due 
to COVID, we will share the commissioned 
compositions of two award-winners; Michael 
Gilbertson and Carl Schimmel.
Robin Guy and Cindy Lear 
Conference Co-chairs

I am so pleased to be 
able to invite you 
to the University 

of Northern Iowa 
for the 2022 
C o n f e r e n c e ! 
Fourteen years have 
now flown by since 
UNI last hosted 
this on campus in 
2008!  We will once 
again be able to use 
the beautiful and 
spacious Gallagher Bluedorn Performing Arts 
Center (GBPAC). Lodging on campus will 
be in the newest facility, Panther Village, the 
closest to GBPAC, with apartment style living 
and separate bedrooms surrounding kitchen 
and living room for two to four individuals 
(one and two baths) at the amazing price of $40 
per person, including linens, wi-fi and AC! 
We are excited to feature Irish pianist Peter 
Mack as the Guest Recital Artist, also presenting 
a clinic and advanced master class. 
Currently from Linneas Publishing, Melody 
Bober will return to delight us again with her 
creativity and stylish compositions. She will 
also provide the intermediate master class. 
Past president of IMTA Jason Sifford will 
present on much-needed technology with the 
topic “Amplify Your Recitals!” including how 
to hook up sound equipment when you want to 
include performance tracks or a full band in your 
recitals.
Andrea Johnson, Assistant Professor of Piano 

Cindy Lear

Dr. Robin Guy
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Melody Bober
As a composer, Melody Bober enjoys creating motivational piano 
pieces that foster her students’ understanding and love of music.
Melody graduated summa cum laude from the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana with a bachelor’s degree in music 
education. She later received a Master of Arts degree in piano 
performance from Minnesota State University, Moorhead. 
Melody credits much of her success to her influential teachers 
who include Joel Shapiro and Andrew Froelich (piano), Mary 
Hoffman (music education), and Tony Caramia (jazz).
An active church pianist and accompanist, Melody has also held 
the position of church music director. In addition to teaching 
piano in her private studio, Melody’s music-teaching experience 
includes 20 years of public school and two years at the university 
level.
A dynamic clinician and innovative composer, Melody is in great 
demand at conventions and workshops for piano teachers across 
North America. She resides in Minnesota with her husband Jeff.

Peter Mack
Irish pianist Peter Mack is in great demand as a performer, 
clinician, convention artist, adjudicator, and teacher.  Celebrated 
for his moving playing, and his easy rapport with audiences, he 
has performed throughout the United States and Europe, as well 
as in Australia, India, and the former Soviet Union.  He is the 
winner of the New Orleans, Young Keyboard Artists, and Pacific 
International Piano Competitions. His prize in the Sherman-
Clay competition included a Steinway grand piano.  Naturally, he 
is a Steinway artist!  
Peter Mack is well known for his extensive repertoire, having 
performed twenty-six concertos with orchestras.  A choral scholar 
at Trinity College Dublin, and a fellow of Trinity College London, 

State Conference

June 5-7

Melody Bober
Guest Recital Artist & Clinician

Peter Mack
Guest Recital Artist & Clinician

Guest Artists

he has a doctorate in piano performance from the University of 
Washington.  His principal teachers were Frank Heneghan, and 
Bela Siki. Past engagements include performances in two of the 
most acoustically perfect performance spaces in Europe; the Salle 
Cortot of the Ecole Normale in Paris, and the Haydnsaal of the 
Esterhazy Palace in Eisenstadt, Austria.
Dr. Mack received the extraordinary honor of being asked 
to deliver both the Advanced Piano Masterclass at the Music 
Teachers National Association (MTNA) annual convention, and 
the Masterclass for MTNA Winners at the biennial National 
Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy (NCKP) in Illinois.  His 
students are frequent winners of local, national, and international 
competitions.  He is the proud teacher of twenty MTNA national 
finalists, and three MTNA national first place winners.  Dr. Mack 
is Professor of Piano Performance at Cornish College of the Arts 
in Seattle.  
 “Mack is one of those lucky ones, born with a completely balanced 
set of talents.  He has perfect piano hands, his technique is all but 
infallible, he has boundless temperament, style and taste, and above 
all, he communicates directly....  In all capacities he is indefatigable....”

–Los Angeles Times
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State Conference

June 5-7

State Conference Clinicians & Artists

Dr. Robin Guy

Heather Gillis

Linda Allebach

Mei-Hsuan Huang

Linda Allebach
Linda Allebach, NCTM, received a BMus 
and MA in Organ from the University of 
Iowa. She operates an independent piano and 
organ studio of 28 students in Davenport. In 
addition, Linda is on the music staff of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Davenport, where she serves 
as assistant organist.
Her professional associations include the 
American Guild of Organists (AGO), where 
she serves on the local board; the National 
Federation of Music Clubs (NFMC), where 
she serves as the local club president (FMTA); 
and the Music Teachers National Association 
(MTNA), where she is the local Festival Chair. 
With the MTNA, Linda has her National 
Certification for Teaching Music in both organ 
and piano. She is currently serving as the State 
Certification Chair for the Iowa Music Teachers 
Association.
Linda lives in Davenport with Don, her husband 
of almost 48 years. Their family includes three 
married daughters and eight grandchildren. In 
her spare time, Linda enjoys competitive and 
recreational sailing, sewing, and gardening.
Heather Gillis
Heather Gillis is a graduate assistant at the 
University of Northern Iowa, where she is 
pursuing a Master of Music degree in Piano 
Performance and Pedagogy. She teaches private 
and group piano lessons in central and northern 
Iowa, and is an active member of NAMTA 
and MTNA. Heather Gillis will provide 
background music for the IMTA banquet in 
the Gregorian Lounge on Monday evening, 
June 6.
Robin Guy
Robin Guy, piano, is Professor of Piano/
Collaborative Piano at the University of 
Northern Iowa where she has served since 
1990 and chaired the Keyboard Division for 
16 years. She can be heard on eight compact 
disc recordings produced by Vienna Modern 
Masters, Albany, Capstone, Innova, MSR 
Classics, and Mark Records. Her recording 
Love Rejoices with tenor Daryl Taylor on songs 
of H. Leslie Adams was named a “top pick of 
the year” by American Record Guide.  Her 
performance highlights include international 
festivals in South America, performances in 
Russia, concerti with the Detroit Symphony 
Chamber Orchestra among others, and A 
Prairie Home Companion with Garrison 

Keillor. In demand for chamber music, master 
classes, and adjudication, Guy spent many 
summers collaborating and teaching piano at 
Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan. 
Her degrees are Bachelor of Music Education, 
summa cum laude, from Baldwin Wallace 
University Conservatory, Master of Music from 
Baylor University, and Doctor of Musical Arts 
from The University of Arizona.
Mei-Hsuan Huang 
Pianist Mei-Hsuan Huang is Associate 
Professor of Piano at Iowa State University and 
a member of the Ames Piano Quartet ( Joanne 
Rile Artists Management). 
Huang has been a prizewinner in several 
international piano competitions, including 
the USASU International Piano Competition 
in Tempe, Arizona, the 57th Wideman 
Piano Concerto Competition in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and the International Chopin Piano 
Competition in Taipei, Taiwan. She regularly 
performs over fifty solo and chamber recitals 
every year in Europe, States, Canada and 
Taiwan. Huang has traveled with the Ames 
Quartet to perform at the Colours of Music 
Festival in Barrie, Ontario and on concert series 
in Illinois, Virginia, Michigan, Ohio, and Texas. 
The quartet released compact disc on the Fleur 
de Son label in 2016, a recording of American 
quartets. In 2018, the quartet recorded both 
Faure Piano Quartets on the Fleur de Son 
label. Recently Huang performed Beethoven’s 
Concerto No. 5 “Emperor” with the Central 
Iowa Symphony and Iowa State University 
Orchestra.
Besides performing, Huang is dedicated and 
passionate about teaching. She maintains a 
strong studio in Ames, IA where she teaches 
a select number of high school students along 
with her University students. Students of 
Huang have won and placed in numerous 
regional and local competitions, including 
including Fort Dodge Symphony. Dr. Huang 
received her bachelor’s degree at The National 
Taiwan Normal University, her master’s degree 
at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where 
she studied with Sergei Babayan, Margarita 
Shevchenko, and Paul Schenly. She received her 
doctorate of musical arts degree at The Ohio 
State University under full-scholarship.
Huang is on piano faculty at The Atlantic Music 
Festival in Maine and guest pianist at Caroga 
Music Festival in New York during the summer. 
She was named a Steinway & Sons Artist since 
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State Conference

June 5-7

State Conference Clinicians & Artists

2014. She is also the recipient of 2019 Steinway 
Top Teacher Award. 
Dr. Sharon Jensen
Dr. Sharon Jensen holds music degrees from 
Calvin College, University of Texas and 
University of Michigan. As the recipient 
of a Rotary Fellowship, she studied at the 
Hochschule for Musik in Vienna, Austria 
where she received the Artist’s Diploma. She 
has performed recitals and with orchestras 
throughout the Midwest, including the Quad 
Cities Mozart Festival orchestra. In 2007she 
made her solo debut with the Dubuque 
Symphony. In March 2010 Dr. Jensen made her 
debut at Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall and has 
performed there for four consecutive years with 
flautist Peg Cornils Luke. She has also been 
heard on NPR’s Live from Landmark Center, 
Live from the Chazen and Chicago’s Dame 
Myra Hess Series.
Dr. Jensen was chair of keyboard studies at 
Augustana College (Rock Island, IL) and also 
taught at UW-Platteville for one year. She also 
served as Assistant Professor of Music at Clarke 
University where she teaches piano, music 
history and keyboard skills. Sharon is active 
as a teacher and adjudicator in Iowa Music 
Teachers Association where her students have 
earned honors at district and state auditions. 
She also performs regularly as a soloist and 
collaborative musician in the Tri-State area. 
Sharon will be honored by MTNA as the Iowa 
2022 Foundation Fellow.
Andrea Johnson
Andrea Johnson is the Assistant Professor of 
Piano Pedagogy at the University of Northern 
Iowa where she coordinates the group piano 
and piano pedagogy programs. Andrea 
obtained her Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
in Piano Performance and Pedagogy degree 
at the University of Oklahoma in 2019 where 
she also served as Instructor of Piano Pedagogy 
from 2018-2019.  Her primary teachers include 
Jane Magrath, Barbara Fast, Claire Wachter, 
David Riley, Susan Chan, and Leonard Richter. 
Andrea also holds degrees from the University 
of Oregon, and Portland State University. 
Andrea has enjoyed collaborative performances 
with faculty members at the University of 
Northern Iowa and University of Oklahoma 
and her recent invited performances include 
Portland, Eugene, Bend, and Monmouth, 
Oregon, Pullman, Washington, Norman, 

Oklahoma, and Cedar Falls, Iowa. An article 
based on her dissertation entitled “The Acting 
System of Konstantin Stanislavski as Applied 
to Piano Performance” was recently published 
in the Piano Pedagogy Forum Online Journal 
and the MTNA eJournal. Andrea recently 
conducted a study in collaboration with 
University of Northern Iowa Kinesiology 
professor Terence Moriarty which was accepted 
for publication in Frontiers in Psychology 
Spring of 2022. 
Andrea regularly serves as an adjudicator and she 
serves as President of the Northeast Iowa Music 
Teachers Association and as a board member of 
the Iowa Music Teachers Association.
Vakhtang Kodanashvili
Vakhtang Kodanashvili made his New York 
City debut at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall 
in 2001. This was a result of his victory at The 
World Piano Competition in Cincinnati, OH. 
He is the prize winner of several international 
competitions: The Hellam Young Artist 
Competition in Springfield, Missouri, USA; 
The Nena Wideman Piano Competition in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, USA; The Bartok-
Kabalevsky-Prokofiev International Piano 
Competition in Radford, Virginia, USA; 8th 
International Piano Competition “Spanish 
Composers” in Las Rozas, Spain; The 20th 
New Orleans International Piano Competition, 
Louisiana, USA.
In 1995 Mr. Kodanashvili moved to the US 
and joined world renowned Alexander Toradze 
Piano Studio at Indiana University, South 
Bend. As a member of the studio Vakhtang 
frequently performs throughout the world, 
appearing in such prestigious music festivals 
as Ravinia, Hollywood Bowl, Sandpoint, 
Edinburgh, Ruhr, Stresa, Ravenna, Rotterdam, 
Salzburg and many others. Mr. Kodanashvili 
has performed with numerous symphony 
orchestras, including South Bend, Elkhart, 
La Porte, Springfield, Spokane, Kingsport, 
Louisiana, Tbilisi, Orchestra Giovanile 
“Luigi Cherubini”, Post-Classical Ensemble, 
Mariinsky, BBC Philharmonic. Native of 
Tbilisi, Georgia, Vakhtang Kodanashvili began 
his musical education at the age of six attending 
Z. Paliashvili Georgian School of Music and 
studied with Marina Gelashvili. 
Vakhtang earned both his BA and MM degrees 
in piano performance at Indiana University 
South Bend and Doctor of Musical Arts 

Sharon Jensen

Andrea Johnson

Vakhtang Kodanashvili

Continued on next page
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Marian Lee
Marian Lee made her New York City debut at 
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall as winner of 
the Artists International Award and has appeared 
as soloist and with orchestra internationally 
in Austria, Belgium, Italy, France, Norway, 
Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Poland, 
Brazil, Byelorussia, Estonia, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, as well as in Lincoln Center, the 
Kennedy Center’s Millenium Stage, Seattle’s 
Benaroya Hall, Moscow’s Tchaikovsky Hall and 
Rachmaninoff Hall, and the Hermitage Winter 
Palace in St. Petersburg, Russia. In liaison with 
the U.S. State Department, Lee also received 
numerous grants in support of performances of 
American contemporary music abroad and is 
a former Fulbright and International Research 
and Exchange (IREX) scholar. 
Marian Lee made her initial concert debut 
in high school performing with Ann Arbor 
Symphony Orchestra and Flint Symphony 
Orchestra in Michigan. She entered The 
Juilliard School as a scholarship student 
receiving a Bachelor of Music under the 
guidance of Gyorgy Sandor. She went on to 
receive a Master of Music degree in piano 
performance with Seymour Lipkin, winner of 
the prestigious Rachmaninoff Competition 
and artistic director of Kneisel Hall Chamber 
Festival. Subsequently, she was awarded the 
coveted Fulbright Grant to study with Naum 
Shtarkman, a Tchaikovsky competition 
laureate, at the Moscow Conservatory in what 
was then the Soviet Union. 
Dr. Lee previously taught at the University of 
Delaware before moving to the Quad Cities. 
She also taught at the University of Iowa as a 
sabbatical replacement for Dr. Ksenia Nosikova. 
In 2012, Marian Lee moved to Davenport, 
Iowa and was appointed an assistant professor 
in piano and serves as head of the keyboard 
area at St. Ambrose University. As an active 
teacher and frequent adjudicator, Dr. Lee is a 
proud member of the Music Teachers National 
Association (MTNA), National Federation 
of Music Teachers (FMTA), the Iowa Music 
Teachers Association (IMTA), Quad City 
Music Teachers Association (QCMTA), and 
was past president of the Delaware Music 
Teachers Association (DSMTA). 

Jean McDonald
Jean McDonald is a professor of the voice 
division at the University of Northern Iowa. 
She is an active contributor to creative life 
at UNI, appearing as a featured soloist in 
Faculty Showcase and Spotlight Series events, 
performing a broad variety of literature with an 
emphasis on chamber works, including several 
premieres. Recent performances have included, 
Ravel’s Sheherazade with the Northern Iowa 
Symphony Orchestra, Britten’s Abraham and 
Isaac for the Cedar Valley Chamber Music 
Festival, and Il Tramonto by Resphigi with the 
UNI Faculty String Quartet.
In March 2001, McDonald performed the West 
Coast premiere of  Jeremy Beck’s Black Water, 
a mono-drama based on the novel by Joyce 
Carol Oates, at California State University 
at Fullerton, a work she has recorded in 
collaboration with UNI faculty pianist, Robin 
Guy, released by Innova Records. The CD, pause 
and feel and hark, has since been recognized by 
Gramophone Magazine as “[One of the] best 
new recordings from North America[.]” 
McDonald holds degrees from the University 
of Iowa and Simpson College and several 
competitive honors, including awards from the 
National  Association of Teachers of Singing 
Artist Auditions and the District Metropolitan 
Opera Auditions. McDonald’s students have 
earned numerous honors and awards and have 
secured placement in programs and positions of 
significant repute throughout the country.
Dr. Erik Rohde
Dr. Erik Rohde maintains a diverse career as 
a conductor, violinist, and educator, and has 
performed in recitals and festivals across the 
United States and in Europe and Asia.  He is 
the newly appointed Director of Orchestral 
Activities at the University of Northern Iowa, 
the Music Director of the Winona Symphony 
Orchestra (MN), and the founding artistic 
director of the Salomon Chamber Orchestra, 
an orchestra dedicated to promoting the works 
of living composers and of Haydn and his 
contemporaries.  Prior to his appointment at the 
University of Northern Iowa, Rohde served as 
the Director of String Activities and Orchestra 
at Indiana State University where he conducted 
the Indiana State University Symphony 
Orchestra and taught violin, chamber music, 
and Suzuki pedagogy.  
At Indiana State University he helped to host 

Erik Rohde

Jean McDonald

degree in piano performance at Michigan State 
University College of Music. Since fall 2017, 
Vakhtang Kodanashvili has been serving on 
faculty at the University of Northern Iowa.

Marian Lee
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the annual Contemporary Music Festival – 
now running for over 50 years.  He has worked 
with Joan Tower, Augusta Read Thomas, 
Libby Larsen, Meira Warshauer, Elliott Miles 
McKinley, Christopher Walczak, Michael-
Thomas Foumai, Pierre Jalbert, James Dillon, 
David Dzubay, Marc Mellits, Carter Pann, 
Narong Prangcharoen and countless others.  
He has recently released two recordings with 
composer Elliott Miles McKinley, conducting 
his percussion concerto Four Grooves and 
performing on his eighth string quartet.
Rohde holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts in 
Conducting from the University of Minnesota 
– Twin Cities, where he studied with conductors 
Mark Russell Smith, Kathy Saltzman Romey, 
and Craig Kirchhoff and violin pedagogue 
Mark Bjork.  He also holds degrees in Violin 
Performance and Biomedical Engineering.
Richard Steinbach
Pianist Richard Steinbach performed his solo 
debut recital at Carnegie Hall in New York in 
June 2015. Steinbach’s Carnegie Hall debut 
featured the premiere of his seventh CD titled 
FUSION: New Music for a New Age and was 
the culminating event for the international 
“Fusion Project” that Steinbach launched 
in 2013. Dr. Steinbach made his second 
appearance at Carnegie Hall in June 2019 
with violinist, Eric Grossman of The Julliard 
School. Steinbach has performed extensively as 
both soloist and collaborative artist in concerts 
throughout the United States, Canada, France, 
Italy, Great Britain, South America (Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru), Honduras, 
Jamaica, Mexico, New Zealand, Australia, India, 
Malaysia, South Korea, Japan and The People’s 
Republic of China. As the grand prizewinner in 
the France Piano International Competition, 
he performed his solo debut recital at the Salle 
Cortot in Paris in January 1996. 
Throughout his career, Steinbach has 
established himself as an extraordinarily 
versatile artist whose insightful interpretations 
of contemporary music have been widely 
acclaimed.
Dr. Steinbach served as Professor of Music at 
Briar Cliff University from 1980 – 2021. He 
holds degrees in piano performance from the 
University of Colorado, the Eastman School 
of Music, and the Doctor of Musical Arts 
from the University of Iowa. Post-doctoral 
work includes study and master classes with 

Dominique Merlet, Noel Lee, Roy Howat, 
Pascal Devoyon, Dorothy Taubman Edna 
Golandsky and John Bloomfield. Currently Dr. 
Steinbach is the Executive Director of the Sioux 
City Symphony Orchestra. 
Dr. Jason Sifford
Dr. Jason Sifford is a freelance pianist, teacher, 
and composer with a wide range of abilities 
and interests. He teaches at Cornell College 
(Iowa), maintains a private teaching studio in 
Iowa City, and is in demand as an adjudicator 
and clinician, lecturing on such diverse topics 
as classical performance practice, jazz pedagogy, 
technical development in young pianists, 
composition, and music technology. He also 
appears regularly as a music director and theater 
musician.
As a composer, Dr. Sifford is primarily 
interested in didactic literature for the piano, 
and his catalog includes several solo collections, 
a baroque suite, and arrangements of popular 
and traditional songs. His music is featured in 
the state syllabi for Iowa and Minnesota, the 
bulletin for the National Federation of Music 
Clubs, and the Royal Conservatory of Music 
(Canada). Dr. Sifford holds degrees from 
Missouri State University, Louisiana State 
University, and the University of Michigan.
Dr. Suzanne Torkelson
Dr. Suzanne Torkelson is Professor of Piano 
at Wartburg College, as well as Director of 
the Tower School of Music, a program of pre-
college students studying with Wartburg’s 
student teachers. As past president of the 
Iowa Music Teachers Association (IMTA) and 
Repertoire Chairperson for the state of Iowa, 
she is actively involved in the professional field 
of piano pedagogy. She is a frequent speaker in 
the areas of piano performance and pedagogy 
and has received Master Teacher Certification 
from both MTNA and IMTA. During her many 
years as Iowa’s Repertoire Chair, she published 
five editions of the IMTA Syllabus Repertoire 
List, as well as reviews of new music in the Iowa 
Music Teachers Magazine. Dr. Torkelson spent 
the 2016-2017 academic year on sabbatical, 
finishing the last of the eight levels of Etudes 
with Technique© series for FJH Music, and 
working in London at the Royal Academy of 
Music. She has served MTNA at all levels, most 
recently as West Central Division Director and 
on the national board of directors. 

Suzanne Torkelson

Dr. Richard Steinbach

Jason Sifford
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Sunday, June 5
11:30 am-3:30 pm Registration GBPAC Lobby

Noon Exhibit Hall Opens GBPAC
Noon-1:30 pm IMTA/West Music Scholarship Auditions - Dr. Ted Reuter Davis Hall
Noon-4:00 pm Dress Rehearsals for All-Star performers Great Hall

2:15-2:30 pm Break/Visit Exhibits Jebe Hall
2:30-3:45 pm Presentation: Melody Bober 

Practice Tips for Musicians 
Melody Bober will present practice strategies for elementary to 
intermediate students, as well as motivational tips for teachers and 
parents. 

Davis Hall

4:00-5:30 pm Honors Recital   
IMTA State Competition Winners: Cate Bryan, State Audition Chair

Great Hall

6:00 pm Exhibits close
6:00-7:15 pm Picnic                                                                  (Rain location-

library)
Lawn of the Campanile 
south of Russell Hall

7:30-9:00 pm Iowa All-Stars in Concert 
Premiere of IMTA Commissioned Compositions:  
Dr. Richard Steinbach, IMTA Commissioni

Great Hall

9:00 pm Reception GBPAC Lobby

Monday, June 6
7:00-8:30 am Executive Board Meeting  Grab breakfast and go to reserved room Piazza Dining

8:00-10:00 am Registration Lobby
8:00 am Exhibit Hall Opens Jebe Hal

8:45-9:45 am Presentation: Dr. Andrea Johnson
Applications to Piano Performance from the Field of Acting 
To learn the secrets of authentic, compelling, and confident onstage 
piano performances, we turn to the closest artistic relative of 
the musician: the actor. In this workshop we will discuss stage 
presence, performance anxiety, characterization in music, and acting 
techniques for piano students and performers.

Davis Hall

9:45-10:15 am Break/Exhibits Student Lounge/Jebe 
Hall

10:15-11:35 am Master Class: Levels C/D and above (Intermediate to Advanced)  
with Peter Mack 

Davis Hall

11:35 am-1:00 pm Lunch & Exhibits Piazza Dining/Jebe Hall

State Conference

June 5-7

2022 IMTA State Conference 

Schedule
June 5-7, 2022  

UNI, Cedar Falls  
All events will be in Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts Center (GBPAC)
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Monday, June 6
1:00-2:00 pm Presentation: Melody Bober 

Performance Mini Sessions
Three 20-minute presentations featuring:  Exercises for Musicians, 
Tackling Performance Anxiety, Ideas for Themed Recitals

Davis Hall

2:00-2:15 pm Break/Exhibits Student Lounge/Jebe 
Hall

2:15-3:15 pm Presentation: Dr. Robin Guy 
Building Collaborative Piano Skills
Though we must train as solo pianists, we all invariably will be asked 
to accompany someone or some group at some point in time.  What 
is to be gained? What is to be given? To demonstrate and discuss 
invaluable collaborative skills and provide real time examples, she 
will be assisted by mezzo-soprano colleague, Dr. Suzanne Hendrix-
Case, among others.

Davis Hall

2:15-3:15 pm Break/Exhibits Student Lounge/Jebe 
Hall

3:15-3:30 pm Master Class: Elementary Levels A/B/C Master Class  
with Melody Bober and her compositions

Davis Hall

5:30 pm Pre-Banquet Entertainment, Cash Bar Available Georgian Lounge and 
Porch, Commons

6:30-8:00 pm Conference Banquet Georgian Lounge
8:15-9:30 pm Conference Artist Recital by Peter Mack, piano Great Hall

9:30 pm Reception Great Hall

State Conference

June 5-7

2022 IMTA State Conference 

Schedule
June 5-7, 2022  

UNI, Cedar Falls  
All events will be in Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts Center (GBPAC)
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Tuesday, June 7
7:30-8:45 am Local Associations/Certification Breakfast:

Local Association chair, Dr. Sharon Jensen, NCTM will give a short 
update and Certification Chair, Linda Allebach, NCTM will present,
Three Ideas for Promoting National Certification within your 
Local Association. This presentation will explain three concepts 
to encourage Certification: Mentoring, Honoring, and Advertising.  
Several ideas of each concept for you to use during club meetings 
and events will be presented along with a time for sharing 
questions  
and suggestions.

GBPAC Mezz

8:00-9:00 am UNI Graduate Student presentations Room 30
8:30 am Registration opens GBPAC Lobby
9:00 am Exhibit Hall opens Jebe Hall

9:00-10:15 am Presentation: Suzanne Torkelson, NCTM  
New Music on the IMTA Repertoire List Updates
Come hear the best new teaching literature which has been added 
to the IMTA Repertoire List in annual updates.

Davis Hall

10:15-10:30 am Break/Exhibits Student Lounge/Jebe 
Hall

10:30 am-Noon Presentation: Peter Mack 
Lower the Rear End of the Elephant Slowly onto the Keys
Our job as teachers is simple: know what to tell them, and try to 
do it in a way that they will remember. In this talk Peter Mack 
shares some of his most memorable metaphors that help students 
technically, artistically, and intellectually. Find out exactly how the 
hippopotamus helps you count, when the little fishies swim in the 
Sea of Chopin, and why the roof of the handy hen house had better 
not collapse!

Davis Hall

Noon-1:30 pm Lunch and Business Meeting GBPAC Lobby
1:45-2:45 pm Presentation: Jason Sifford

Amplify Your Recitals
How-to’s for hooking up the needed sound equipment to include 
performance tracks or a full band in your next recital.

Davis Hall

3:00 pm Exhibit Hall closes

State Conference

June 5-7

2022 IMTA State Conference 

Schedule
June 5-7, 2022  

UNI, Cedar Falls  
All events will be in Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts Center (GBPAC)
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Dr. Robin Guy

Robin Guy, piano, is Professor of Piano/
Collaborative Piano at the University of 
Northern Iowa where she has served since 
1990 and chaired the Keyboard Division for 
16 years. She can be heard on eight compact 
disc recordings produced by Vienna Modern 
Masters, Albany, Capstone, Innova, MSR 
Classics, and Mark Records. Her recording 
Love Rejoices with tenor Daryl Taylor on 

songs of H. Leslie Adams was named a “top pick of the year” by 
American Record Guide.  Her performance highlights include 
international festivals in South America, performances in Russia, 
concerti with the Detroit Symphony Chamber Orchestra among 
others, and A Prairie Home Companion with Garrison Keillor. 
In demand for chamber music, master classes, and adjudication, 
Guy spent many summers collaborating and teaching piano at 
Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan. Her degrees are 
Bachelor of Music Education, summa cum laude, from Baldwin 
Wallace University Conservatory, Master of Music from Baylor 
University, and Doctor of Musical Arts from The University of 
Arizona.

Lucinda (Cindy) Lear has been an independent 
teacher of voice and piano for over 30 years.  She 
received a B.A. in Music with a vocal emphasis 
and an M.A. in Music with an emphasis in piano 
pedagogy from the University of Northern Iowa 
studying voice with Dr. Jean McDonald and 
piano with Dr. John Holstad and Dr. Robin 
Guy.  She holds Professional Certification in 
piano and voice from Music Teachers National 

Association, Iowa Master Teacher Adjudicator certificate and is a 
member of the College of Examiners with the Royal Conservatory 
of Music.  She was an adjunct instructor in music at Hawkeye 
Community College for 10 years, directing the HCC chorus and 
teaching applied piano and voice.
Her professional associations include state and divisional offices 
in Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) Iowa Music 
Teachers Association (IMTA) and the National Federation of 
Music Clubs.  She served on the board of Friends of the Waterloo-
Cedar Falls Symphony Orchestra and Cedar Valley Chamber Music 
and is a volunteer usher at the Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts 
Center.
Lucinda’s activities have included musical director/composer and 
accompanist backstage for theatre productions such as Godspell 
and The Best Christmas Pageant Ever and onstage as Jenny Lind 
in Barnum and Marian in Music Man.  In 2005, Lear was soprano 

Cindy Lear

soloist for the premiere of a multi-media musical, Fabric of a Family 
at the University of Kentucky.   Lucinda and her husband Roger 
have three children and 7 grandchildren and continue to collaborate 
musically in the community and on the worship team at church.

Conference Chairs

Campus  
Map
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MICHAEL GILBERTSON  
NAMED 2022 COMMISSIONED COMPOSER 
OF THE YEAR

Dr. Richard Steinbach 
imtacommissioning@gmail.com

IMTA Commissioning Chair

| COMMISSIONING NEWS |

T he IAMTA Commissioning 
Committee is proud announce the 
2022 commissioned Composer of the 

Year, Michael Gilbertson. Michael is a native 
of Dubuque and he is currently the BMI 
Composer in Residence with the San Francisco 
Chamber Orchestra and is a professor at the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music. As I write 
this article, we are eagerly awaiting the arrival 
of Michael’s new work for solo piano which will 
be premiered at the June conference at UNI. 
The works of Michael Gilbertson have been 
described as “elegant” and “particularly 
beautiful” by The New York Times, “vivid, 
tightly woven” and “delectably subtle” by the 
Baltimore Sun, “genuinely moving” by the 
Washington Post, and “a compelling fusion of 
new and ancient” by the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Gilbertson is the BMI Composer in Residence 
with the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra and 
is a professor at the San Francisco Conservatory 
of Music. He was a finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer 
Prize in Music for his Quartet.  
Gilbertson holds degrees from The Juilliard 
School, where he studied composition with 
Samuel Adler, John Corigliano, and Christopher 
Rouse, and from Yale where he studied with 
Aaron Jay Kernis, Martin Bresnick, David Lang, 
Ezra Laderman, Hannah Lash, Christopher 
Theofanidis, and Jeanine Tesori. His work has 
earned a Copland House Residency Award, five 
Morton Gould Awards from ASCAP, a Charles 

Ives Scholarship from the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters, and a BMI Student 
Composer Award. Gilbertson’s music can be 
heard in the 2006 documentary Rehearsing a 
Dream, which was nominated for an Academy 
Award. His published music includes choral 
works with Boosey & Hawkes and G. Schirmer, 
and orchestral works with Theodore Presser. 
In March, 2016, he was Musical America 
Magazine’s featured Artist of the Month. 
Gilbertson’s opera Breaking, a collaboration 
with playwright Caroline McGraw, was 
commissioned by the Washington National 
Opera and premiered at The Kennedy Center 
in November, 2013. He has twice composed 
and conducted ballets for the New York City 
Ballet’s Choreographic Institute. His fifth 
ballet, a collaboration with choreographer 
Norbert De La Cruz, was premiered by the 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet in July, 2013. He served 
as Red Cedar Chamber Music’s Composer-in-
Residence from 2011 to 2014, and has enjoyed 
an ongoing relationship with his hometown 
orchestra, the Dubuque Symphony, which has 
performed 8 of his works since 2003.
In 2009, Michael founded an annual music 
festival, Chamber Fest Dubuque, which brings 
young classical artists to his hometown of 
Dubuque, Iowa for concerts and educational 
outreach. He serves on the board of directors 
for the San Francisco Contemporary Music 
Players. Visit michaelgilbertson.net.

Michael Gilbertson

Carl Schimmel

B ecause last year’s in-person conference 
was canceled, we will also be premiering 
the 2021 commissioned work by Iowa 

composer Carl Schimmel, titled Three Paintings 
by Marvin Cone. I look forward to seeing all of 
you at this year’s state convention! 
The 2020 IMTA commissioned work for solo 
piano is a short suite inspired by three works of 
Iowan artist Marvin Cone.  In the composer's 
own words: "On a recent visit to the Cedar Rapids 
Museum of Art, I encountered Cone's work and 
was immediately taken by it, particularly by his 

treatment of dark and 
light, his formal planning, 
and the mysteriousness 
of his subject matter. 
The three art pieces I 
used for inspiration are 
"Dreaded Area," "This Was 
Doubtless He," and "Cloud 
Patterns."  The three brief 
works would be united motivically but would 
explore contrasting approaches to color  
and mood."
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Carl Schimmel

Registrations must be postmarked by May 1 to 
avoid the late registration fee.  If you register 
online, checks must be postmarked to Lucinda 
Lear by the deadline date of May 1. Registration 
Refunds:  Fees will be refunded in full until May 
1.  Refunds less $30.00 will be given until May 
15.  No registration refunds after May 15.

Mail checks & Registration to:  
Lucinda Lear, NCTM  
432 Vermont  
Waterloo, IA  50701

 

_____Full Conference – 3 days       $100.00 $___________

_____Full Conference - First-time attendees - 3 days  $  75.00 $___________

_____Full Conference - Students - 3 days                                                          No Fee $___________

_____Single Day Registration Fee (per day)     $ 50.00 $___________

       Check which day:   Sun      Mon       Tues 

Late Registration Fee if postmarked after May 1   $ 25.00 $___________

                                                      Conference Registration Total:  $___________

Housing Option: 
Panther Village, Apartment Style 2/4 Bedroom, full kitchen, free wi-fi, linens,  
towels, soap 2 or 4 Bedroom, air-conditioned per person/night  $ 40.00  $___________
          Sunday night      Monday night

Roommate Request(s):_________________________________________________________

Free Parking Permit. Days needed   Sun      Mon       Tues

                                 Housing Total:  $___________

Meal Options: 
Sunday Evening Burger/BBQ Pork Picnic Supper   $  15.00 $___________
   Check if:   Black Bean burger requested 

Monday Breakfast       $  10.00 $___________

Monday Lunch   Buffet style in Piazza Dining Center  $   11.00 $___________
   
Monday Evening Banquet Georgian Lounge 
   Check selection:    Maple Bourbon Pork    $ 26.00 $___________
     Chicken Parmesan Lombardy
     Four Cheese Lasagna (vegetarian) 

Tuesday Local Assoc./Certification Breakfast   $  15.00 $___________
Muffins/Danish, Scrambled eggs w/cheese, Potato O’Brien, juice/coffee

Tuesday Bus Mtg Soup/Sandwich Buffet Lunch    $   16.50 $___________
Dietary Needs:  Gluten free    Vegetarian    Vegan

                                       Meal Total:  $___________

                                                                                                                             TOTAL ENCLOSED:   $___________

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________

City______________________ Zip ___________________________________________

Phone ______________________Email ______________________________________

IMTA Member:    Yes    No
  I am nationally certified       This is my first IMTA Conference

2022 IMTA State Conference 

Registration
June 5-7, 2022  

UNI, Cedar Falls 

 
Make checks payable to: 
IMTA Conference 2022 Refer questions to: Lucinda Lear 319-232-8465  lmlear@me.com
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State Conference

June 5-7

 

Notes
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IOWA SUMMER 
MUSIC CAMPS JUNE 12–24, 2022

 IOWASUMMERMUSICCAMPS.UIOWA.EDU

SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Join the University of Iowa School of Music for summer workshops taught by University of Iowa 
faculty and nationally-recognized guest artists.

SESSION ONE: JUNE 12–17

Jazz | Percussion Immersion

SESSION TWO: JUNE 19–24

Piano | Clarinet | Saxophone

APPLICATION DEADLINES

May 16 – Resident Campers
May 30 – Commuter Campers

Individuals with disabilties are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa-sponsored events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable 
accommodation in order to participate in this program, please contact the School of Music in advance at 319-335-1603.

Check the Iowa Summer Music Camps website 
below for the latest information and to 
apply online today!
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FIND YOUR FUTURE IN

PERFORMING ARTS
AT WALDORF UNIVERSITY

RIGHT HERE AT HOME
Located in North Iowa, Waldorf University has deep-rooted traditions that consistently 
provides diverse experiences through enriching programs. Let us help you fine-tune, 

expand and explore your passions.

Visit waldorf.edu to explore the opportunities that are waiting for you.
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| STATE COMPETITION RESULTS |

Level A State Pre-College Piano Auditions

Level B State Pre-College Piano Auditions

Winner
Sam Yao  
(Ann Wong) 

Winner
Jumuyao Wu 
(Dr. Cindy Lin) 

Honorable Mention
Ayaan Desai 
(Allison Chenoweth) 

Honorable Mention
Delia Morgan 
(Patricia Riddle) 

Winner
Aiden Wang  
(Dr. Melinda Westphalen)

Winner
Ethan Hu 
(Cyndie Caruth)

Honorable Mention
Elisabeth Pohlmann 
(Sarah Robinson)

Honorable Mention
Cooper Ketelsen 
(Angie Grecian-Bransky)

Runner-Up
Anni Wang  
(Cyndie Caruth)

Runner-Up
Sam Banaszek 
(Amber Riggenbach)

Runner-Up
Emersyn Werstein 
(Dr. Janci Bronson)

Runner-Up
Khloe Zhao 
(Lauree Christman)

Honorable Mention
Henry Erdahl  
(Nancy Cree) 

Honorable Mention
Courtlyn Morrissey 
(Amy Linville) 

Honorable Mention
Charlotte Green 
(Nicole Green) 

Honorable Mention
Drake Wang 
(Nai-Ying Liao) 

“This was my first time judging State 
Auditions, and I enjoyed it immensely. It 
was fun to hear the variety of repertoire 
and the culmination of all the hard work 
by students and teachers.”

Elise Davidson
Level A Adjudicator

“To all the students, teachers and parents: 
Congratulations on becoming a better musician 
this past year! Always keep learning and 
growing, working hard, and sharing your music 
with others.”

Rachel McCoy, NCTM
Level B Adjudicator
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| STATE COMPETITION RESULTS |

Level C State Pre-College Piano Auditions

Level D State Pre-College Piano Auditions

Winner
Tristan Rulli 
(Patricia Schroeder) 

Winner
Duy Xuan Ha Duong 
(Cyndie Caruth) 

Honorable Mention
Riana Daniels 
(Laura Crumbleholme)

Honorable Mention
Zach Mcmann 
(Roberta Quist) 

Winner
Josh Wo 
(Dr. Cindy Lin)

Winner
Shanza Sami 
(Barbara Michaelson)

Honorable Mention
Jacob Herring 
(Patricia Riddle) 

Honorable Mention
Eliana Situmeang 
(Alyssa Wagler)

Runner-Up
Iulia Fang-Kawamuro 
(Chiaki Kubota) 

Runner-Up
Lynda Sun 
(Nai-Ying Liao) 

Runner-Up
Thomas Noonan 
(Dr. Sharon Jensen)

Runner-Up
Vrishank Vennapusa 
(Galina Jarrell)

Honorable Mention
James Zhao 
(Amber Riggenbach) 

Honorable Mention
Helen Peng 
(Dr. Suzanne Torkelson) 

Honorable Mention
Amelia Luo 
(Nai-Ying Liao) 

Honorable Mention
Veronica Smith 
(Dr. Mei-Hsuan Huang) 

“The future of classical music is 
bright because of your hard work and 
dedication to music. 
Keep playing your heart out!”

Dr. Mei-Hsuan Huang
Level C Adjudicator

“Level D is a very exciting level with beautiful 
repertoire selections and advanced technical 
challenges. The students who performed for me in 
level D demonstrated not only exciting technical 
skills, but also such fine musicality and performance 
confidence. I was so proud of each one, and I hope they 
are SO proud of themselves! Congratulations to all 
the teachers and participants!”

Dr. Andrea Johnson
Level D Adjudicator
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| STATE COMPETITION RESULTS |

Level E State Pre-College Piano Auditions

Level F State Pre-College Piano Auditions

Winner
Hannah Cotran 
(Cyndie Caruth) 

Winner
Kento Sugiyama 
(Feilin Lin Murray) 

Honorable Mention
Molly Isaacson 
(Roberta Quist) 

Honorable Mention
Summer Lim 
(Dr. Suzanne Torkelson) 

Honorable Mention
Dino Vallem 
(Dr. Ted Reuter)    

Winner
Joslynn Ovel 
(Amber Riggenbach)

Winner
Eric Newton 
(Dr. Marian Lee)

Honorable Mention
Jonathan Stoker 
(Dr. Mei-Hsuan Huang) 

Honorable Mention
Tai Chang Caputo 
(Lauree Christman) 

Honorable Mention
Jacob Noonan 
(Dr. Sharon Jensen)

Runner-Up
Laura Chen 
(Larisa Kanevski) 

Runner-Up
Henry Mauser 
(Dr. Suzanne Torkelson) 

Runner-Up
Nyle Vallem 
(Dr. Ted Reuter)

Runner-Up
Nikolay Silkin 
(Larisa Kanevski)

Honorable Mention
Minerva Cao 
(Larisa Kanevski) 

Honorable Mention
Anna Lu 
(Cyndie Caruth) 

Honorable Mention
Zoe Podlich 
(Patricia Schroeder) 

Honorable Mention
Chloe Liang 
(Cyndie Caruth) 

“Judging the Level E State piano auditions was my 
most enjoyable adjudication experience to date, due 
to the incredibly high degree of preparation and 
musically mature and expressive playing! I found 
it difficult many times to pull away from my pure 
enjoyment of watching and listening to them perform 
to type comments. What a treat – congrats to the 
fantastic students and teachers!”

Dr. Janci Bronson
Level E Adjudicator

“It was a thrill to hear and judge the level F 
students from across the state.  The level of 
playing was at such an impressive level, both 
technically, and musically. It made me very 
happy to be a musician in Iowa!  Bravo to all the 
Level F students and their teachers.” 

Dr. Melinda Westphalen
Level F Adjudicator
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December 11, 2021 at New Horizon Presbyterian Church 
Chair: Berneil Hanson  Co-Chair: Julie Bond
Adjudicator(s): Jerri Niver, NCTM

Council Bluffs

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Vivienne Benson (Julie Bond)  
Alternate: Luke Mortensen (Candace Sutter)  
Honorable Mention: Angela Gao (Berneil Hanson)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Connor Lang (Julie Bond)  
Alternate: Eva Cooper (Candace Sutter)  
Honorable Mention: Henry Conroy (Nancy Schoen)  
Honorable Mention: Charlotte Cronin (Dianne Lawson)  
Honorable Mention: Oliver Griner (Sandra Peterson)  

LEVEL B: 
94% Charlotte Cronin (Dianne Lawson)
LEVEL C: 
98% Braydon Fujan (Nancy Schoen)
94% Lauren Walmrath (Debra Redding)

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Dylan Dreyer (Berneil Hanson)  
Alternate: Braydon Fujan (Nancy Schoen)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Honorable Mention: Joseph Marar (Berneil Hanson)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Dawson Dynek (Nancy Schoen)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Joshua Miller (Kristin Taylor)  
Alternate: Jason Au (Kristin Taylor) 

LEVEL F: 
92% Anna Renard (Kristin Taylor)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |

January 29, 2022 at Faith Baptist Bible College, Ankeny
Chair: Cyndie Caruth with Amy Jo Wrobel
Adjudicator(s): Dr. Robin Guy, Dr. Andrea Johnson

Des Moines/Ankeny 

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Anni Wang (Cyndie Caruth)  
Alternate: Rebecca Ren (Sue Hudson)  
Honorable Mention: Elise Cotran (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Arnav Dervesh (Cyndie Caruth)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Ethan Hu (Cyndie Caruth)  
Alternate: Lisa Lu (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Cecelia Cotran (Cyndie Caruth)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Becca Zhang (Cyndie Caruth)  
Alternate: Joanna Foo (Sue Hudson)  
Honorable Mention: Alex Ren (Sue Hudson)  
Honorable Mention: David Shi (Sue Hudson)  
Honorable Mention: Vivian Zhang (Cyndie Caruth)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Duy Xuan Ha Duong (Cyndie Caruth)  
Alternate: Maia Westort (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Anushka Dervesh (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Alanna Evers (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: James Foo (Sue Hudson)  

LEVEL A: 
96% Anni Wang (Cyndie Caruth)
92% Aria Smart (Cyndie Caruth)
LEVEL B: 
100% Ethan Hu (Cyndie Caruth)
96% Veronica Quinn (Cyndie Caruth)
94% Kate Shi (Sue Hudson)
92% Nicholas Grannes (Sue Hudson)
90% Aiden Feldmann (Cyndie Caruth)
90% Lisa Lu (Cyndie Caruth)
LEVEL C: 
100% Isabelle Ryan (Cyndie Caruth)
100% David Shi (Sue Hudson)
96% Joanna Foo (Sue Hudson)

Honorable Mention: Taylor Leeds (Cyndie Caruth)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Hannah Cotran (Cyndie Caruth)  
Alternate: Ellen Eichstedt (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Gwenyth Franczyk (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Aidan Makeef (Nicholas Roth)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Chloe Liang (Cyndie Caruth)  
Winner: Anna Lu (Cyndie Caruth)  
Alternate: Sarah Eichstedt (Cyndie Caruth)  
Honorable Mention: Angela Evers (Cyndie Caruth) 

96% Alex Ren (Sue Hudson)
94% Penelope Petsche (Sue Hudson)
94% Becca Zhang (Cyndie Caruth)
94% Vivian Zhang (Cyndie Caruth)
92% Aubrey Todsen (Amy Jo Wrobel)
90% Vincent Cotran (Cyndie Caruth)
LEVEL D: 
96% Adithi Balaji (Calla Whipp)
96% Anushka Dervesh (Cyndie Caruth)
94% James Foo (Sue Hudson)
94% Sevey LeNeave (Cyndie Caruth)
90% Cate Bright (Sue Hudson)
90% Duy Xuan Ha Duong (Cyndie 

Caruth)
90% Taylor Leeds (Cyndie Caruth)
LEVEL E: 
100% Adam Koch (Sue Hudson)
96% Ellie Lashier (Cyndie Caruth)
94% Aidan Makeef (Nicholas Roth)
90% Ellen Eichstedt (Cyndie Caruth)
90% Gwenyth Franczyk (Cyndie Caruth)
90% Jerry Peng (Sue Hudson)
LEVEL F: 
100% Anna Lu (Cyndie Caruth)
98% Sarah Eichstedt (Cyndie Caruth)
98% Chloe Liang (Cyndie Caruth)
90% Angela Evers (Cyndie Caruth)
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LEVEL A: 
100% Vrishti Innanji (Cheryl Corbett)
96% Colette Lam (Catherine Bryan)
96% Reece Sheriff (Catherine Bryan)
96% Niharika Udipi (Irina Kaplan)
92% Lola Brown (Catherine Bryan)
92% Ruby Cyr (Catherine Bryan)
92% Aubrey Johnson (Catherine Bryan)
92% Brandt Wang (Susan Kuyper)
LEVEL B: 
96% Ashley Zheng (Marcia Hintz)
92% Nate Robilliard (Susan Kuyper)
92% Ketziah Wittenberg (Susan Kuyper)
90% Nolan Crockett (Catherine Bryan)

LEVEL C: 
100% Tristan Rulli (Patricia Schroeder)
98% Alexandra Kosokina (Galina Jarrell)
98% Mentari Yang (Galina Jarrell)
94% Asher Palagummi (Timothy LaFleur)
94% Laura Streck (Judy Schliesman)
90% Bella De Haan (Susan Kuyper)
90% Owen Heaston (Catherine Bryan)
90% Ginny Heddinger (Judy Schliesman)
90% Kaden Li (Patricia Schroeder)
90% Stella Pothoven (Galina Jarrell)
LEVEL D: 
98% George Shcharansky (Galina Jarrell)
96% Vrishank Vennapusa (Galina Jarrell)
94% Marcus Truong (Marcia Hintz)
90% Isabelle Turner (Irina Kaplan)

January 22, 2022 at Grandview University
Chair: Galina Jarrell
Adjudicator(s): Dr. Huang Mei-Hsuan, Dr. Melinda Westphalen

Des Moines Suburbs

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL A Results:
Winner: Lydia Brock (Sherri Lauritsen)  
Winner: Brandt Wang (Susan Kuyper)  
1st Alternate: Aiden Deters (Joy Rubenking)  
2nd Alternate: Vrishti Innanji (Cheryl Corbett)  
Honorable Mention: Lola Brown (Catherine Bryan)  
Honorable Mention: Ruby Cyr (Catherine Bryan)  
Honorable Mention: Aubrey Johnson (Catherine Bryan)  
Honorable Mention: Colette Lam (Catherine Bryan)  
Honorable Mention: Warren Place (Susan Kuyper)  
Honorable Mention: Reece Sheriff (Catherine Bryan)  
Honorable Mention: Niharika Udipi (Irina Kaplan)  
Honorable Mention: Emma Whiting (Catherine Bryan)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Ketziah Wittenberg (Susan Kuyper)  
Alternate: Marshall Truong (Marcia Hintz)  
Honorable Mention: Krish Bolar (Cheryl Corbett)  
Honorable Mention: Grace De Haan (Susan Kuyper)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Kaden Li (Patricia Schroeder)  

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

Winner: Tristan Rulli (Patricia Schroeder)  
1st Alternate: Mentari Yang (Galina Jarrell)  
2nd Alternate: Stella Pothoven (Galina Jarrell)  
Honorable Mention: Bella De Haan (Susan Kuyper)  
Honorable Mention: Owen Heaston (Catherine Bryan)  
Honorable Mention: Alexandra Kosokina (Galina Jarrell)  
Honorable Mention: Lisa Zhang (Suzanne Torkelson)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Vrishank Vennapusa (Galina Jarrell)  
Alternate: Marcus Truong (Marcia Hintz)  
Honorable Mention: Amaney Kashoob (Galina Jarrell)  
Honorable Mention: Linda Lu (Patricia Schroeder)  
Honorable Mention: Isabelle Turner (Irina Kaplan)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Zoe Podlich (Patricia Schroeder)  
Alternate: Kevin Chow (Irina Kaplan)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Meredith Heggen (Patricia Schroeder) 

LEVEL E: 
92% Zoe Podlich (Patricia Schroeder)
90% Kevin Chow (Irina Kaplan)
LEVEL F: 
96% Meredith Heggen (Patricia Schroeder)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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REGISTER TODAY! www.grandview.edu/piano-camp

You are invited to attend the Grand View University Piano Clinic this summer. 
For students ages 12 and up with at least three years of piano lesson experience (playing at IMTA Level C or higher).

SUNDAY, JUNE 19 – FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2022
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Student Recital: Friday 6:30 p.m.

Cost: $300, includes lunches and snacks

YOUTH

CAMP
piano

GRAND V IEW UN IVERS ITY

1200 Grandview Avenue • Des Moines, Iowa • 515-263-2800 • www.grandview.edu

At camp you will:
• Learn and perform a brand new solo piece 

 (or two shorter pieces) 

• Experience playing in ensembles (duets or trios)

• Receive private lessons and ensemble coaching

• Take courses in Music theory or Music appreciation

Highlights include:
• Student Recital on final day of camp

• Faculty Recital 

• Featured Guest Artist

Piano Instructors: Natalie Landowski and Elise Davidson

Elective Class Instructors: Kathryn Duffy and Michael Elsbernd

For more information, contact Elise Davidson at edavidson@grandview.edu. 

Pianos provided by Reiman Music
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January 29, 2022 at Coe College
Chair: Sarah Bunjer with Melinda Westphalen
Adjudicator(s): Rachel McCoy, Nicholas Roth, Charles Schmidt

Cedar Rapids 

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Ayaan Desai (Allison Chenoweth)  
Winner: Aiden Wang (Melinda Westphalen)  
1st Alternate: David Rediger (Sarah Bunjer)  
2nd Alternate: Oscar Riggenbach (Melinda Westphalen)  
Honorable Mention: Jack Rundle (Amy Linville)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Sam Banaszek (Amber Riggenbach)  
Winner: Courtlyn Morrissey (Amy Linville)  
1st Alternate: Fletcher Sams (Amy Linville)  
2nd Alternate: Elias Marshall (Allison Chenoweth)  
Honorable Mention: Sophia Cherput (Rebecca Nickles 
Mick)  
Honorable Mention: Avery Messenger (Allison Chenoweth)  
Honorable Mention: Sally Owens (Sarah Drollette)  
Honorable Mention: Renae Rundle (Amy Linville)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Daniel Drollette (Sarah Drollette)  
Winner: James Zhao (Amber Riggenbach)  
1st Alternate: Everett Sams (Amy Linville)  
2nd Alternate: Elijah Dreyer (Sarah Bunjer)  
Honorable Mention: Kira Holmberg (Otto Getz)  

LEVEL A:
94% Alaina Parker (Allison Chenoweth)
94% David Rediger (Sarah Bunjer)
LEVEL B: 
96% Sam Banaszek (Amber Riggenbach)
96% Rebecca Drollette (Sarah Drollette)
96% Fletcher Sams (Amy Linville)
94% Aaron Bunjer (Amy Linville)
94% Elias Marshall (Allison Chenoweth)
92% Courtney Friend (Otto Getz)
90% Courtlyn Morrissey (Amy Linville)
90% Sally Owens (Sarah Drollette)
90% Renae Rundle (Amy Linville)

Honorable Mention: Andreana Rediger (Sarah Bunjer)  
Honorable Mention: Olivia Riggenbach (Melinda Westphalen)  
Honorable Mention: Cora Von Muenster (Laura Barnett)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Grace Luo (Melinda Westphalen)  
Winner: Janie Owens (Sarah Drollette)  
1st Alternate: Mya Messenger (Allison Chenoweth)  
2nd Alternate: Caden Messenger (Allison Chenoweth)  
Honorable Mention: Claire Gladish (Leah Anderson)  
Honorable Mention: Raphael Shaheen (Amy Linville)  
Honorable Mention: Ella Wallis (Otto Getz)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Joslynn Ovel (Amber Riggenbach)  
1st Alternate: Jayce Hingtgen (Melinda Westphalen)  
Honorable Mention: Ella Adolphs (Leah Anderson) 

LEVEL C: 
100% Andreana Rediger (Sarah Bunjer)
98% Daniel Drollette (Sarah Drollette)
98% Abby Wilcox (Amber Riggenbach)
98% James Zhao (Amber Riggenbach)
96% James Cherput (Rebecca Nickles 
Mick)
96% Ben Kautz (Sarah Bunjer)
96% Everett Sams (Amy Linville)
94% Nicholas Lowe (Sarah Bunjer)
94% Jonathan Sisson (Otto Getz)
92% Elijah Dreyer (Sarah Bunjer)

92% Kira Holmberg (Otto Getz)
90% Kian Carter (Allison Chenoweth)
90% Cora Von Muenster (Laura Barnett)
LEVEL D: 
98% Grace Luo (Melinda Westphalen)
94% Janie Owens (Sarah Drollette)
94% Samuel Proctor (Otto Getz)
90% Abram Tuecke (Otto Getz)
LEVEL E: 
98% Victoria Brewster (Laura Barnett)
96% Aadarsh Kumar (Melinda Westphalen)
94% Jayce Hingtgen (Melinda Westphalen)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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January 29, 2022 at Iowa State University, Simon Estes Music Hall, Ames
Chair: Donita McCoy
Adjudicator(s): Sharon Jensen, Suzanne Torkelson, Elise Davidson

Ames 

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Emersyn Werstein (Janci Bronson)  
Winner: Sam Yao (Ann Wong)  
1st Alternate: Sophia Li (Cindy Lin)  
2nd Alternate: Eli Tang (Janci Bronson)  
Honorable Mention: Brianna Bancroft (Janci Bronson)  
Honorable Mention: Katie Chen (Ann Wong)  
Honorable Mention: Derek Liao (Cindy Lin)  
Honorable Mention: Jailine Luo (Cindy Lin)  
Honorable Mention: Ian Wang (Ann Wong)  
Honorable Mention: Wilbert Zhang (Cindy Lin)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Drake Wang (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Winner: Jumuyao Wu (Cindy Lin)  
1st Alternate: Jennifer Ji (Nai-Ying Liao)  
2nd Alternate: Teresa Shen (Ann Wong)  
Honorable Mention: Daniel Carlson (Michiyo Nakatani)  
Honorable Mention: Emma Jiang Chen (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Honorable Mention: Cece Fulton (Paula Forrest)  
Honorable Mention: Emma Ke (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Honorable Mention: Masha Kovnir (Paula Forrest)  
Honorable Mention: Asher Reuel (Michiyo Nakatani)  
Honorable Mention: Iris Wang (Paula Forrest)  
Honorable Mention: Annie Yeh (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Honorable Mention: Tiffany Zhou (Paula Forrest)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Amelia Luo (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Winner: Josh Wo (Cindy Lin)  
1st Alternate: Lucas Du (Larisa Kanevski)  

2nd Alternate: Clara Fulton (Paula Forrest)  
Honorable Mention: Qimeng Li (Paula Forrest)  
Honorable Mention: Joy Zhang (Cindy Lin)  
Honorable Mention: Alyssa Zheng (Larisa Kanevski)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Veronica Smith (Mei-Hsuan Huang)  
Winner: Lynda Sun (Nai-Ying Liao)  
1st Alternate: Sophia Kyveryga (Larisa Kanevski)  
2nd Alternate: Mick Wu (Ann Wong)  
Honorable Mention: Raylene Chen (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Honorable Mention: Laurel Mizerak (Janci Bronson)  
Honorable Mention: Vienna Rossmanith (Larisa Kanevski)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Minerva Cao (Larisa Kanevski)  
Winner: Laura Chen (Larisa Kanevski)  
Winner: Jonathan Stoker (Mei-Hsuan Huang)  
1st Alternate: Amaya Dassanayake (Larisa Kanevski)  
2nd Alternate: Sarah Yao (Ann Wong)  
3rd Alternate: Mengze Li (Paula Forrest)  
Honorable Mention: Fyona Shi (Nai-Ying Liao)  
Honorable Mention: Emma Zheng (Larisa Kanevski)  
Honorable Mention: Adam Zhu (Larisa Kanevski)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Helen Mao (Mei-Hsuan Huang)  
1st Alternate: Nikolay Silkin (Larisa Kanevski)  
Honorable Mention: Devon Tsia-Olson (Larisa Kanevski) 

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS
LEVEL A:
96% Katie Chen (Ann Wong)
92% Liesel Reuel (Michiyo Nakatani)
90% Eli Tang (Janci Bronson)
LEVEL B: 
100% Masha Kovnir (Paula Forrest)
100% Iris Wang (Paula Forrest)
98% Drake Wang (Nai-Ying Liao)
98% Annie Yeh (Nai-Ying Liao)
96% Daniel Carlson (Michiyo Nakatani)

96% Elliott Coffey (Michiyo Nakatani)
96% James Huang (Paula Forrest)
96% Jennifer Ji (Nai-Ying Liao)
94% Asher Reuel (Michiyo Nakatani)
92% Cece Fulton (Paula Forrest)
92% Vivien Glinder (Michiyo Nakatani)
92% Jumuyao Wu (Cindy Lin)
90% Emma Ke (Nai-Ying Liao)
90% Tiffany Zhou (Paula Forrest)

LEVEL C: 
98% Lucas Du (Larisa Kanevski)
98% Alyssa Zheng (Larisa Kanevski)
96% Amelia Luo (Nai-Ying Liao)
94% Qimeng Li (Paula Forrest)
94% Anneka Singh (Paula Forrest)
92% Josh Wo (Cindy Lin)
90% Suriana Hanson (Rachel Greene)
90% Apollonia Plastina (Michiyo Nakatani)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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AMES THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS 
CONTINUED

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS
LEVEL A :
96% Kora Smith (Phyllis Brummitt)
92% Ella Joyce (Katie Hoth)
LEVEL B: 
98% Zachary Joyce (Katie Hoth)

February 5, 2022 at Iowa Wesleyan University
Chair: Katie Hoth
Adjudicator(s): Elise Davidson

SEIMTA Mt. Pleasant

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL  A Results: 
Winner: Kora Smith (Phyllis Brummitt)  
Alternate: Ella Joyce (Katie Hoth)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Zachary Joyce (Katie Hoth)  
Alternate: Galechka Rickard (Alyssa Wagler)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Garrett Landau (Robin Henriksen)  

LEVEL C: 
93% Garrett Landau (Robin Henriksen)
LEVEL E: 
100% Addie Scanlan (Phyllis Brummitt)

Alternate: Mary Joyce (Katie Hoth)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Eliana Situmeang (Alyssa Wagler)  
Alternate: Kodi Moeller (Cheryl Schiller)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Addie Scanlan (Phyllis Brummitt)  
Alternate: Ichrak Abboud (Phyllis Brummitt) 

LEVEL D: 
98% Vienna Rossmanith (Larisa Kanevski)
96% Laurel Mizerak (Janci Bronson)
94% Gretchen Mizerak (Janci Bronson)
92% Grace Wu (Paula Forrest)
LEVEL E: 
100% Laura Chen (Larisa Kanevski)
100% Siray Zhu (Ann Wong)
98% Mengze Li (Paula Forrest)

96% Jonathan Stoker (Mei-Hsuan Huang)
94% Adam Zhu (Larisa Kanevski)
92% Minerva Cao (Larisa Kanevski)
90% Akshay Sarda (Paula Forrest)
90% Fyona Shi (Nai-Ying Liao)
LEVEL F: 
100% Nikolay Silkin (Larisa Kanevski)
100% Devon Tsia-Olson (Larisa Kanevski)
98% David Dong (Nai-Ying Liao)

98% Helen Mao (Mei-Hsuan Huang)
96% Angelina Chen (Larisa Kanevski)
96% Lizzie Deng (Larisa Kanevski)
90% Raychie Chen (Mei-Hsuan 
Huang)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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February 12, 2022 at Graceland University, Lamoni 
Chair: Sarah Robinson
Adjudicator(s): Cyndie Caruth

Lamoni/Osceola

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Elisabeth Pohlmann (Sarah Robinson)  
Alternate: Cooper McConnell (Lois Selby)  
Honorable Mention: Sydney Turner (Lois Selby)  
Honorable Mention: Jocelyn Wells (Lois Selby)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Rachel Dee (Daniel Goodrich)  
Alternate: Gabe Neely (Sarah Robinson)  
Honorable Mention: Ty Borner (Sarah Robinson)  
Honorable Mention: Aiden Nguyen (Daniel Goodrich)  

LEVEL B: 
96% Rachel Dee (Daniel Goodrich)
96% Gabe Neely (Sarah Robinson)

LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Sophia Roos (Sarah Robinson)  
Alternate: David Dee (Daniel Goodrich)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Luke Miller (Sarah Robinson)  
Alternate: Michael Neely (Sarah Robinson)  
Honorable Mention: Isabela Cirligel (Lois Selby) 

LEVEL C: 
90% Calvin Main (Nancy Sackett)
LEVEL D: 
90% Luke Miller (Sarah Robinson)

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS
LEVEL A :
94% Miles Edwards (Jeanette Hinkeldey)

January 29, 2022 at St. John Lutheran, Storm Lake 
Chair: Jeanette Hinkeldey
Adjudicator(s): Bruce Perry

SLAMTA (STORM LAKE)

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Alivia Glienke (Jeanette Hinkeldey)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Zachary Renner (Suzanne Winterhof )  

Level D:
98% Miranda Mills (Suzanne Winterhof )

LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Maria Yin (Pamela Anderson) 

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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IOWA STATE MUSIC
Programs of Study

Bachelor of Music Degree

Keyboard Performance

 Keyboard Education

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Minor in Music

Lessons for non-majors

Faculty Members

Dr. Mei-Hsuan Huang (Piano Performance) 

Dr. Janci Bronson (Piano Pedagogy)

Dr. Tin-Shi Tam (Carillon)

Dr. Miriam Zach (Organ and Harpsichord)

Performance Opportunities

Solo, Chamber Music, Piano Studio 

Seminars, General Recitals, Master Classes, 

Choral and Instrumental Ensembles

Small studios. Individual attention 

at a large university.

Students pursuing music degrees 

may audition for talent scholarships.

music.iastate.edu

musicinfo@iastate.edu

515-294-3831
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2021-2022
Audition Dates

FULL- 
TUITION

SCHOLARSHIPS
www.coe.edu/
williston-jones

 SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 18, 2021
 SATURDAY | OCTOBER 16, 2021
 SATURDAY | NOVEMBER 6, 2021
 SATURDAY | JANUARY 22, 2022
 SUNDAY | FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

COMMUNITY 
The personal attention 

of a liberal arts 
education combined 
with the metropolitan 

location of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, provides 

access to unique  
real-world experiences 
and extensive concert, 

internship and  
student-teaching 

opportunities. 

DEPTH  
OF STUDY 

Students can choose 
between professional 

preparation of the 
Bachelor of Music 

degree and the 
flexibility to double 

major with the 
Bachelor of Arts in  

Music degree. Several 
areas of emphasis also 

are offered. 
 

SHOWCASING 
YOUR TALENT 

Perform as a soloist, in 
chamber music or with 

one of Coe’s diverse 
musical ensembles for 
audiences from Cedar 

Rapids to Nashville, 
Costa Rica to Prague,
Scotland to Shanghai, 

Rome to Venice.  

PERFORMANCE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Concert Band 
Concert Choir 

Symphony Orchestra 
Chamber Music 

Handbell Ensemble 
Musical Theatre 

Solo Performance 
Record Label 
Jazz Combos 

Community Outreach 
Song Interpretation 

MUSIC 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Auditions for full-
tuition awards are 
available to music 

majors, with renewable 
scholarships ranging 
up to $4,000 open to 
all students. All-State 
Music participants are 
eligible to compete for 
awards up to $5,000 

per year. 

LEARN MORE AT  
www.coe.edu/vpa 

MUSIC at COE
Experience

Coe College Music  1220 First Ave. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Brett Wolgast, Music Department Chair  |  bwolgast@coe.edu www.c oe.e du/music 
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THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS
LEVEL A :
92% Elijah Smith (Bonnie Kuns)
LEVEL B: 
94% Anya Frenchick (Angie Grecian-Bransky)
94% Isabel Weaver (Melissa Phillips)
92% Jayla Cooley (Lissa Pohlman)
92% Cooper Ketelsen (Angie Grecian-Bransky)
92% Ivy Ketelsen (Angie Grecian-Bransky)
92% Aubrey Lingbeek (Angie Grecian-Bransky)
90% Savannah McInroy (Bonnie Kuns)
LEVEL C: 
100% Mason Li (Suzanne Torkelson)
96% Kevin Du (Suzanne Torkelson)
92% Arman Nikoueiha (Sylvia Dieterichs)
90% Leah Gerrietts (Lissa Pohlman)

February 5, 2022 at NIACC, Mason City
Chair: Gail Morris
Adjudicator(s): Linda Benson, Deb Ausborn

Mason City

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Rosilyn O’Keefe (Gail Morris)  
Alternate: Elijah Smith (Bonnie Kuns)  
Honorable Mention: Emerson Bouska (Suzanne Torkelson)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Cooper Ketelsen (Angie Grecian-Bransky)  
Winner: Isabel Weaver (Melissa Phillips)  
1st Alternate: Elena O’Keefe (Gail Morris)  
2nd Alternate: Anya Frenchick (Angie Grecian-Bransky)  
Honorable Mention: Ivy Ketelsen (Angie Grecian-Bransky)  
Honorable Mention: Savannah McInroy (Bonnie Kuns)  
Honorable Mention: Charlotte Smith (Gail Morris)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Mason Li (Suzanne Torkelson)  

LEVEL D: 
96% Owen Smith (Sylvia Dieterichs)
92% Helen Peng (Suzanne Torkelson)
90% Finley Nyhus (Lissa Pohlman)
LEVEL E: 
98% Summer Lim (Suzanne Torkelson)
92% Anders Haglund (Suzanne Torkelson)
92% Cedric Liu (Suzanne Torkelson)
LEVEL F: 
96% Britain Atkins (Suzanne Torkelson)
96% Henry Mauser (Suzanne Torkelson)

Alternate: Kevin Du (Suzanne Torkelson)  
Honorable Mention: Arman Nikoueiha (Sylvia Dieterichs)  
Honorable Mention: Claire Weaver (Melissa Phillips)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Helen Peng (Suzanne Torkelson)  
Alternate: Ethan Boyle (Suzanne Torkelson)  
Honorable Mention: Owen Smith (Sylvia Dieterichs)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Summer Lim (Suzanne Torkelson)  
Alternate: Cedric Liu (Suzanne Torkelson)  
Honorable Mention: James Peng (Suzanne Torkelson)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Henry Mauser (Suzanne Torkelson)  

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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February 5, 2022 at St. Ambrose University
Chair: Roberta Quist with Charlie Schmidt
Adjudicator(s): Tina Chapman, Nancy Cree, Dr. Melinda Westphalen, Joan Trapp

QCMTA Quad Cities

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Harry Richards (Roberta Quist)  
1st Alternate: Parker Luszczyk (Kay Basham)  
Honorable Mention: Henry Ahrens (Linda Johansen)  
Honorable Mention: Robby Cagle (Marian Lee)  
Honorable Mention: Hannah Hochgesang (Kay Basham)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Camille Hayes (Richard Sessler)  
Winner: Paige McMann (Roberta Quist)  
1st Alternate: Sage Carney (Roberta Quist)  
2nd Alternate: Hadley Willis (Kay Basham)  
Honorable Mention: Emma Isaacson (Roberta Quist)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Riana Daniels (Laura Crumbleholme)  
Winner: Jackson Havercamp (Roberta Quist)  
1st Alternate: Carter Luszczyk (Kay Basham)  
2nd Alternate: Madeline O’Malley (Roberta Quist)  
Honorable Mention: Griffin Cotton (Nora Reiter)  
Honorable Mention: Annabelle Pettersen (Roberta Quist)  
Honorable Mention: Jonathan Rice (Marian Lee)  

LEVEL A: 
100% Hannah Hochgesang (Kay 
Basham)
100% Harry Richards (Roberta Quist)
98% Henry Ahrens (Linda Johansen)
98% Jovin Binto (Roberta Quist)
96% Robby Cagle (Marian Lee)
LEVEL B: 
94% Sage Carney (Roberta Quist)
94% Joseph Tavernier (Linda Johansen)
92% Camille Hayes (Richard Sessler)
92% Emma Isaacson (Roberta Quist)
92% Paige McMann (Roberta Quist)

LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Zach McMann (Roberta Quist)  
1st Alternate: Sabrina Richards (Roberta Quist)  
Honorable Mention: Martin DeKeyzer (Kay Basham)  
Honorable Mention: Eliana Kulig (Kay Basham)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Molly Isaacson (Roberta Quist)  
1st Alternate: Nathan Hummel (Roberta Quist)  
Honorable Mention: Linda Phan (Marian Lee)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Eric Newton (Marian Lee)  
1st Alternate: Sarah Eckert (Roberta Quist)  
Honorable Mention: Quentin Fonseca (Marian Lee) 

92% Jack O’Malley (Roberta Quist)
92% Evelyn Schmitt (Nora Reiter)
LEVEL C: 
98% Jackson Havercamp (Roberta Quist)
98% Annabelle Pettersen (Roberta Quist)
98% Aaron Tobey (Richard Sessler)
96% Ishika Motwani (Laura 
Crumbleholme)
96% Grace Rider (Laura Crumbleholme)
92% Carter Luszczyk (Kay Basham)
92% Madeline O’Malley (Roberta Quist)
92% Claire Pfeiffer (Kay Basham)

LEVEL D: 
94% Evan Baker (Kay Basham)
94% Martin DeKeyzer (Kay Basham)
90% Zach McMann (Roberta Quist)
90% Lucas Senjem (Marian Lee)
LEVEL E: 
92% Julianne Binto (Roberta Quist)
LEVEL F: 
98% Eric Newton (Marian Lee)
94% Connor McMann (Roberta Quist)
92% Quentin Fonseca (Marian Lee)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS
LEVEL A :
95% Thomas Haile (Patricia Riddle)
92% Jonah Crouch (Ann Barry)
92% Charlotte Green (Nicole Green)
LEVEL B: 
92% Delia Morgan (Patricia Riddle)
LEVEL C: 
98% August Treinen (Chandar Boyle)
96% Thomas Aguilar (Ann Barry)
96% Anna McCrary (Kaitlin Pastrick)
92% Miguel Maldonado (Laurie Braaten-Reuter)

January 22, 2022 at Wartburg College
Chair: Andrea Johnson

NAMTA

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Charlotte Green (Nicole Green)  
1st Alternate: Jonah Crouch (Ann Barry)  
Honorable Mention: Thomas Haile (Patricia Riddle)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Delia Morgan (Patricia Riddle)  
1st Alternate: Neva Doeden (Patricia Riddle)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: August Treinen (Chandar Boyle)  
1st Alternate: Thomas Aguilar (Ann Barry)  
Honorable Mention: Maggie VerDught (Ann Barry)  

LEVEL D: 
100% Jacob Herring (Patricia Riddle)
96% Lydia Palmer (Patricia Riddle)
LEVEL E: 
94% James Aissen (Jean Hilbert)
94% Elizabeth Stanish (Patricia Riddle)
90% Grace Bobeldyk (Nicole Green)
LEVEL F: 
98% Chaylie Lippert (Ted Reuter)
96% Joel Herring (Patricia Riddle)
94% Katherine Frantsen (Ted Reuter)
94% Dino Vallem (Ted Reuter)

LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Jacob Herring (Patricia Riddle)  
1st Alternate: Emily Liu (Ted Reuter)  
Honorable Mention: Lydia Palmer (Patricia Riddle)  
Honorable Mention: Katherine Stanish (Patricia Riddle)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Nyle Vallem (Ted Reuter)  
1st Alternate: Kristen Engelhardt (Nicole Green)  
Honorable Mention: Elizabeth Stanish (Patricia Riddle)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Dino Vallem (Ted Reuter)  
1st Alternate: Chaylie Lippert (Ted Reuter)  
Honorable Mention: Katherine Frantsen (Ted Reuter) 

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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January 29, 2022 at St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Fort Dodge
Chair: Deb Ausborn with Mavis Chen
Adjudicator(s): Tim LaFleur, Joan Hopkins

Fort Dodge/Humboldt

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL  A Results: 
Winner: Naomi Blackford (Deborah Ausborn)  
Winner: Mason Hoffman (Deborah Ausborn)  
1st Alternate: Rene Schroeder (Linda Benson)  
2nd Alternate: Addison Potter (Mavis Chen)  
Honorable Mention: Luke Chua Chiaco (Mavis Chen)  
Honorable Mention: Aidan Deal (Linda Benson)  
Honorable Mention: Marie Feddersen (Mavis Chen)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Aiden Klein (Deborah Ausborn)  
Winner: Adeline Schleisman (Deborah Ausborn)  
1st Alternate: Reba Moffitt (Mavis Chen)  

LEVEL A: 
98% Rene Schroeder (Linda Benson)
96% Luke Chua Chiaco (Mavis Chen)
90% Aidan Deal (Linda Benson)
90% Carsten Hrnicek (Mavis Chen)
90% Addison Potter (Mavis Chen)
90% Cora Witt (Linda Benson)
LEVEL B: 
98% Sydney Brown (Linda Benson)
98% Reba Moffitt (Mavis Chen)

2nd Alternate: Max Anderson (Mavis Chen)  
Honorable Mention: Clara Brown (Mavis Chen)  
Honorable Mention: Addison Davis (Mavis Chen)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Maxwell Manternach (Deborah Ausborn)  
1st Alternate: Joel Schroeder (Linda Benson)  
Honorable Mention: Madelyn Farley (Linda Benson)  
Honorable Mention: Aidan Russell (Mavis Chen)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Laura Steinkamp (Deborah Ausborn)  
1st Alternate: Jake Sorenson (Mary Goetsch)  
Honorable Mention: Ava Binkley (Linda Benson)  

96% Clara Brown (Mavis Chen)
94% Max Anderson (Mavis Chen)
94% Logan Binkley (Linda Benson)
90% Aiden Klein (Deborah Ausborn)
90% Adeline Schleisman (Deborah 
Ausborn)
90% Marissa Schrad (Deborah Ausborn)
LEVEL C: 
96% Aidan Russell (Mavis Chen)
96% Joel Schroeder (Linda Benson)

96% Taylor Willardson (Linda Benson)
90% McHone Corban (Mavis Chen)
90% Maxwell Manternach (Deborah 
Ausborn)
LEVEL D: 
94% Carter Anderson (Mavis Chen)
92% Ava Binkley (Linda Benson)
92% Maggie Mikkelsen (Linda Benson)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS
LEVEL A :
92% Jack Mostert (Sharon Jensen)
92% Isla Von Mulert (Sharon Jensen)
LEVEL B: 
98% William Wolfe (Sharon Jensen)
94% Noel Kim (Sharon Jensen)
92% Eliza Lindsey (Sharon Jensen)

February 5, 2022 at Loras College
Chair: Sharon Jensen with Leslie Appleby
Adjudicator(s): Dr. Andrea Johnson, Rachel McCoy

Dubuque

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

Level A Results: 
Winner: Jack Mostert (Sharon Jensen)  
1st Alternate: Roy Thompson (Sharon Jensen)  
Honorable Mention: Isla Von Mulert (Sharon Jensen)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Noel Kim (Sharon Jensen)  
1st Alternate: Ruah Kim (Sharon Jensen)  
Honorable Mention: William Wolfe (Sharon Jensen)  
LEVEL C Results: 
Winner: Thomas Noonan (Sharon Jensen)  
1st Alternate: Addilyn Dolan (Sharon Jensen)  
Honorable Mention: Olivia Disch (Sharon Jensen)  

LEVEL C: 
98% Thomas Noonan (Sharon Jensen)
96% Addilyn Dolan (Sharon Jensen)
90% Olivia Disch (Sharon Jensen)
LEVEL E: 
98% Anna Van Otterloo (Sharon Jensen)
94% Alex DeWitt (Sharon Jensen)
90% Jacob Noonan (Sharon Jensen)

LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Cecilia Wolfe (Sharon Jensen)  
1st Alternate: Hanna Dolan (Sharon Jensen)  
Honorable Mention: Randen McManus (Leslie Appleby)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Jacob Noonan (Sharon Jensen)  
1st Alternate: Emma Brennan (Leslie Appleby)  
Honorable Mention: Alex DeWitt (Sharon Jensen) 

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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February 6, 2022 at University Of Iowa, Voxman Hall, Iowa City
Chair: Ruth Johnson with Tina Chapman
Adjudicator(s): Sharon Jensen, Rachel McCoy, Melinda Westphalen

ECMTA Iowa City

IMTA DISTRICT PRE-COLLEGE PIANO 
AUDITIONS RESULTS

THEORY HONOR ROLL RESULTS

LEVEL A Results: 
Winner: Henry Erdahl (Nancy Cree)  
Alternate: Noah Wiechert (Lauree Christman)  
Honorable Mention: Rongyu Jiang (Chiaki Kubota)  
Honorable Mention: Andrew Xu (Niklaus Jakob)  
LEVEL B Results: 
Winner: Stellah Verry (Tina Chapman)  
Winner: Khloe Zhao (Lauree Christman)  
1st Alternate: Sephora Whalen (Ruth Johnson)  
2nd Alternate: Clark Erdahl (Nancy Cree)  
Honorable Mention: Sara Abou Alaiwa (Tina Chapman)  
Honorable Mention: Kristy Kakizawa (Tina Chapman)  
LEVEL C1 Results: 
Winner: Iulia Fang-Kawamuro (Chiaki Kubota)  
Alternate: Abigail Chen (Chiaki Kubota)  
Honorable Mention: SERAH SONG (Bogyeong Lee)  
Honorable Mention: Milla Wiechert (Lauree Christman)  
Honorable Mention: Victor Yao (Ruth Johnson)  

LEVEL A: 
100% Louise Gooblar-Perovic  
          (Ruth Johnson)
98% Landon Xie (Bogyeong Lee)
96% Noah Wiechert (Lauree Christman)
96% Andrew Xu (Niklaus Jakob)
92% Henry Erdahl (Nancy Cree)
92% Rongyu Jiang (Chiaki Kubota)
LEVEL B: 
100% Khloe Zhao (Lauree Christman)
98% Clark Erdahl (Nancy Cree)
96% Jackson LaBrecque (Nancy Cree)
96% Sephora Whalen (Ruth Johnson)
94% Krishna Pagedar (Cole Thomas)
94% Niklos Polyak (Nancy Cree)
92% Sara Abou Alaiwa (Tina Chapman)

LEVEL C2 Results: 
Winner: Serene Song (Bogyeong Lee)  
Winner: Theo Williams (Nancy Cree)  
1st Alternate: Alice Gooblar-Perovic (Ruth Johnson)  
2nd Alternate: William Shey (Nancy Cree)  
Honorable Mention: Edith Dawson (Mary Dieker)  
Honorable Mention: Spencer Wu (Nancy Cree)  
LEVEL D Results: 
Winner: Shanza Sami (Barbara Michaelson)  
Alternate: Abby Guo (Chiaki Kubota)  
Honorable Mention: Marissa Becker (Bogyeong Lee)  
LEVEL E Results: 
Winner: Tai Chang Caputo (Lauree Christman)  
Alternate: Andrew Chen (Chiaki Kubota)  
LEVEL F Results: 
Winner: Kento Sugiyama (Feilin Lin Murray)  
Alternate: Hanae Matsumoto (Chiaki Kubota) 

92% Kristy Kakizawa (Tina Chapman)
90% Lukas Johnston (Tina Chapman)
90% Stellah Verry (Tina Chapman)
LEVEL C1: 
98% Victor Yao (Ruth Johnson)
96% Abigail Chen (Chiaki Kubota)
90% Samantha Scheetz (Tina Chapman)
90% SERAH SONG (Bogyeong Lee)
90% Milla Wiechert (Lauree Christman)
LEVEL C2: 
100% SERENE SONG (Bogyeong Lee)
98% Madison Verry (Tina Chapman)
96% Edith Dawson (Mary Dieker)
96% Theo Williams (Nancy Cree)
96% Spencer Wu (Nancy Cree)
94% Alice Gooblar-Perovic  
          (Ruth Johnson)

92% William Shey (Nancy Cree)
90% Celeste Miller (Nicole Peter)
90% Nishvish Sudhakar  
          (Barbara Michaelson)
LEVEL D: 
98% Abby Guo (Chiaki Kubota)
98% Richard Yang (Ruth Johnson)
96% Alma Bhandary-Narayanan  
          (Nancy Cree)
96% Jozsef Polyak (Nancy Cree)
LEVEL E: 
98% Andrew Chen (Chiaki Kubota)
92% Tai Chang*Caputo (Lauree Christman)
LEVEL F: 
94% Hanae Matsumoto (Chiaki Kubota)
94% Kento Sugiyama (Feilin Lin Murray)

| DISTRICT COMPETITION RESULTS |
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*American Institute for Economic Research, 2017

hereCOMPOSE YOUR FUTUREq

MUSIC.UIOWA.EDU

World-class faculty. State-of-the-art facilities you have to see (and hear) to believe. Endless 
performance and academic possibilities. All within an affordable public university setting ranked the 
number five college town in America. Come see for yourself how the University of Iowa School of 
Music composes futures...one musician at a time.

To apply, or for more information, visit music.uiowa.edu.

The University of Iowa prohibits discrimination in employment, educational programs, and activities on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, 
age, sex, pregnancy, disability, genetic information, status as a U.S. veteran, service in the U.S. military, sexual orientation, gender identity, associational 
preferences, or any other classification that deprives the person of consideration as an individual. The university also affirms its commitment to providing 
equal opportunities and equal access to university facilities. For additional information on nondiscrimination policies, contact the Director, Office of 
Institutional Equity, the University of Iowa, 202 Jessup Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242-1316, 319-335-0705, oie-ui@uiowa.edu.
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pianos.westmusic.com

We are proud to offer 
IOWA’S FINEST 

SELECTION 
of Steinway & Sons 
and Yamaha brand 

pianos supported by 
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staff and service of 
West Music.
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Dr. Jason Sifford, NCTM
imtatechnology@gmail.com

IMTA State Technology Chair

F or those of us who attended piano classes 
between 1970 and 2000, the Wurlitzer 
Keynote Visualizer holds a special place 

in our memories. For those who never had the 
pleasure, the Keynote Visualizer was a large 
plastic sign with a picture of a keyboard and staff 
with little lights that showed what was played 
on the instructor’s keyboard. Delightfully low-
tech by today’s standards, it was an essential 
piece of technology for piano classrooms for 
decades. (I used them as late as 2004, and I 
suspect some of them are still in use!)
The idea was simple enough – since it is difficult 
for a large group of students to all see an 
instructor’s hands, put the information on a big 
display that’s easy to read. And since the notes 
lit up on both the keyboard and the staff, it also 
helped students connect the lines and spaces on 
the staff with the keys on the keyboard.
As the saying goes, “necessity is the mother 
of invention.” As online teaching became a 
regular part of our lives in 2020, the necessity 
of having a way to show students what we were 
playing brought visualization apps into the 
mainstream. They became an important part 
of Zoom screenshares, OBS broadcasts, and 
tutorial videos. Even with a camera on the keys 
and good sound quality, having the additional 
clarity of a keyboard and staff graphic 
helped students grasp what the teacher was 
demonstrating. Regardless of whether you’re 
teaching online or in-person, these visual aids 
have become a proven technology that can help 
bring clarity to your presentations.
So which visualizer app should you use? The 
answer’s not so simple since they have different 
target markets and feature sets. But here’s 
a quick guide for those looking to add this 
technology to their toolbox:
Classroom Maestro/Time Warp Technologies
www.timewarptech.com
MacOS, Windows ($39.50)
This was one of the first visualizer apps to appear 

and was created by George Litterst to address 
the needs to college piano classes. Teachers 
will find it instantly useful since it has a variety 
of display modes for important pedagogical 
concepts such as scales, intervals, and chord 
progressions. You can easily shift enharmonic 
spellings (choosing whether or not a chord is 
shown as F# Major or Gb Major, for example), 
and you can also choose to display accidentals 
as a key signature or on the notes themselves. 
The MacOS version was recently updated 
to version 5 (with a Windows update on the 
way), so this app is a mature, stable, feature-rich 
option with great support and a large devoted 
user base.
ChordieApp
www.chordieapp.com
MacOS, Windows ($25)
ChordieApp was developed to help those 
interesting in chord-based approaches to 
learning. The app quickly and accurately 
identifies any chord played, and this makes it 
very useful for students as well as teachers. Like 
the sound of G-F-B-Eb-A# but don’t know 
what to call it? ChordieApp will tell you! 
(Spoiler alert: it’s G7#5#9) What’s more, it will 
also give you alternate spellings of the chord 
and show you a guitar fret diagram as well. I 
also appreciate that it shows the names of the 
notes above the keyboard and includes register 
labels (middle C is C4, treble C is C5, and so 
on…)
Synthesia
www.synthesiagame.com
MacOS, Windows, iOS, Android (Free to try, 
$39 to unlock all features)
Some teachers may already be familiar with 
Synthesia. If your students have come in having 
learned a song off YouTube from a piano roll 
with flashing colored lights, they’ve probably 
learned a tune from Synthesia. This app was 
created as the keyboard answer to the Guitar 
Hero video game craze, and it’s become a 

LONG LIVE  
THE VISUALIZER!

| IMTA TECHNOLOGY TODAY |

This Wurlitzer keynote visualizer 
sold in Bird City, KS in 2018 on 
Purplewave.com.

Continued on page 56
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drake.edu/music

Here, you’ll be one-on-one with dedicated professors 
who are nationally acclaimed musicians. You’ll have 
the opportunity to tour regionally, nationally, and 
internationally. Follow your passion at Drake University.

Experience a 
classroom of one.

Department 
of Music
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H igh School graduating seniors are 
invited to compete for scholarships to 
be awarded at the IMTA/West Music 

Scholarship Auditions at the IMTA State 
Conference in June. Seniors who are planning 
to major or minor in music are eligible. The 
competition will be held on Sunday, June 5, from 
12:30 until 2:00  p.m. in Davis Hall, at UNI, in 
Cedar Falls. Scholarships will be awarded to the 
top three students, as determined by the judge, 
in the following amounts: 1st–$2000; 2nd–
$1250; 3rd–$750.
Applicants should present a program of 
6-12 minutes, performing two pieces of 

contrasting styles on any instrument or 
voice. I know that we have a number of 
fine pianists graduating this year; teachers, 
encourage your students to audition for these 
scholarships!
To apply or receive further information contact:

Ted Reuter at:
imtascholarship@gmail.com
or by phone:
319-290--9871
    -OR-
Apply online at iamta.org
Postmark or Online Deadline: May 20, 2022

IMTA/WEST SCHOLARSHIP  
AUDITIONS

Dr. Ted Reuter
imtascholarship@gmail.com

IMTA Scholarship Chair

TWO DIVISION WINNERS AT  
MTNA COMPETITION

W e are so proud of all of our winners 
and representatives from Iowa 
in the West Central Division 

competitions.  We had two of the Division 
winners who represented Iowa and the West 
Central Division at the national MTNA 
competition.  Division winners from Iowa 
were Preston Atkins, senior woodwind winner, 
playing the bassoon from Cedar Falls.  His 
teacher is Martin Kuuskmann of Denver, CO 
and Molly McDonough, soprano, young artist 
voice winner from Des Moines.  Her teacher is 
Leanne Freeman-Miller.
These two students went on to represent us 
well at the national competitions. Preston 
Atkins, bassoon, received second place in the 
senior woodwind competition and Molly 
McDonough, soprano received third place in 
the young artist voice competition.  Well done!!

Diane Smith, NCTM
imtamtnachair@gmail.com

Iowa MTNA Competitions Chair

| COMPETITION RESULTS & SCHOLARSHIP NEWS |

Preston Atkins
Second Place,  
Woodwind
National MTNA

Molly McDonough
Third Place, Young 
Artist Voice
National MTNA
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

with Jason Sifford
A unique path has brought much  
success to longtime IMTA member

What can you tell us about your musical 
upbringing?
Probably the best way to describe it would 
be “talented but unfocused.” In a way, I was 
the kind of student that classroom teachers 
loved. I attended every choir rehearsal, 
never lost my folder, had my part learned 
after the first few rehearsals, and could play 
5-finger patterns in all twelve keys, which 
meant I could help warm-up the choir. I had 
an awful singing voice, though. The one time 
I got up enough nerve to sing in solo and 
ensemble contest, I nearly fainted, forgot the 
words, and received a 2 rating for my Italian 
art song.
I was also the kind of student that frustrated 
piano teachers. I came to lessons having 
spent a decent amount of time at the piano 
each week, but few of those hours were 
spent on lesson material. Instead, I would 
show up having learned something off the 
radio by ear or having attempted to play 
something far too difficult. (Yes, I was the 
teenager who came in playing the beginning 
of Rachmaninoff ’s Prelude in C# minor 
badly when I really should’ve been figuring 
out how to get past the third measure of my 
Bach invention.)

When I entered our local guild auditions, the 
adjudicator told my mother and teacher that 
I had “some talent, but he isn’t disciplined 
enough to advance to a point where he could 
consider music professionally.” My signature 
piece? A sloppy, rushed rendition of the first 
movement of Beethoven’s Pathetique. Yeah, I 
was that student.
But then you majored in music in college?
Not right away. I got a special scholarship for 
students minoring in music. I was majoring 
in chemistry. And I was a better math and 
science student than a music student, but 
after my sophomore year, I realized that I 
was spending all my free time in the music 
building. That’s where I felt more at home, 
so I changed my major and got to work. 
As much as I hated to admit it, that guild 
adjudicator was right – I was undisciplined, 
so I shut myself in a practice room and 
figured out how to practice. Undergraduates 
at Missouri State University were required to 
play one recital. I played four. They weren’t 
very good, but that’s how you improve. You 
do your best, make mistakes, and learn from 
them. A year later I played well enough 
to pass the audition for the Aspen Music 
Festival.
And the rest, as they say, is history?
I suppose. But we have to back up a bit. 
Towards the end of my undergraduate 
degree, I enrolled in a teaching practicum 
that let me work with a local teacher on a 
new project she was developing. The teacher 
was Marylin Lowe, and she was just starting 
to explore the work of Edwin Gordon. I 

We are thrilled to spotlight 
our own Jason Sifford who has 
served IMTA in so many ways.
We are grateful for his 
technical knowledge, his 
assistance with the U of I 
Piano Pedagogy Project, help 
with technical questions and 
set up of videos performances 
during the pandemic, and his 
unique compositions featured 
on our repertoire list.
Jason has served IMTA 
as an adjudicator, 2015-
2017 IMTA President, IMTA 
Technical chair and West 
Central Division certification 
chair.  We in Iowa are proud 
of Jason as an important part 
of IMTA!
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observed her and taught lessons in her home studio using 
Gordon’s approach. (A few years later, she would publish the 
first piano method based on Gordon’s research, Music Moves 
for Piano.)
It was refreshing to find an approach to teaching that took 
general musicianship seriously. It wasn’t just about technique 
and theory – it engaged the ear in a meaningful way and saw 
value in all kinds of music (this was a bit controversial since 
classical music was viewed as clearly “superior” to pop music – 
this is changing, but we still have a ways to go.) This appealed 
to me a great deal since I liked playing so many different kinds 
of music.
So you would describe yourself as a generalist?
I think so. You definitely see it in my students and the music 
I write. I have students who accompany their school choir, 
students who play at church, students who’ve joined pop 
bands, students who do classical competitions, and students 
who play Disney favorites for fun at home. I don’t expect my 
students to do a particular kind of musical activity, but I do 
expect them to do whatever they do well.
The music I’ve written for students also covers a broad range. 
I’ve written everything from a baroque suite to jazz and have 
a few collections that are in more of a modern “film and video 
game” style.
What does that mean? “Film and Video Game” style?
Many of our students’ ears are full of the inventive music you 

| IN THE SPOTLIGHT |
find in film and video game scores. And some of the most 
talented composers alive work in those areas. I’m convinced 
that if Beethoven were alive today, he’d be scoring Sofia 
Coppola films instead of writing string quartets. My favorite 
piano album lately is Alexandre Desplat’s soundtrack to Wes 
Anderson’s The French Dispatch, for which Jean-Yves Thibaudet 
was the pianist.
The problem is that the tunes written for those genres don’t 
lend themselves well to the piano, so I’ve tried to capture that 
sound in pieces that match our students’ ears, hands, and 
interests. I have a rule for myself when writing – a piece must 
sound good, look good, and feel good. I’m particularly proud 
of my latest collections in this regard; I spent the better part of 
three years trying to get it just right, and I think Keybop Vols. 
1 and 2 turned out great!
So what’s next?
I’ve branched out into musicals! Last year, I wrote a children’s 
musical with a wonderful playwright/actor/director named 
Katie Coletta and we’re currently working on our second. 
We run camps with the City of Coralville that introduce kids 
to musical theater. Our hope is to bring that experience to 
more communities across Iowa. We have a group of traveling 
teaching artists that bring the experience to various groups 
in Eastern Iowa and we can license the shows to other groups 
looking to offer a great theater camp experience. Spoiler alert 
– yodeling Gnomes and Goats dancing polkas are coming to 
Coralville this summer!

1 University Place
Lamoni, IA 50140

• Soundproof practice booths
• An outdoor amphitheatre
• A 23-rank pipe organ
• Steinway grand concert piano

Recital Hall

Grand    
Auditorium

OUTSTANDING
FACILITIES
Shaw Center

SCHOLARSHIPS
Check out our website for audition information.

Watch Graceland music events live at www.graceland.edu/Live

FIND OUT MORE AT  WWW.GRACELAND.EDU/MUSIC
Awards are annually renewable for up to four years.

PERFORMANCE

Choir
Orchestra

Band Ensembles

550 Seat

120 Seat

CONTACT GRACELAND ADMISSIONS
Admissions Office

admissions@graceland.edu | 866.472.2352

IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

with Jason Sifford
A unique path has brought much  
success to longtime IMTA member
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CULTURE OF KINDNESS  
LEAD TO AUDITION SUCCESS

Cate Bryan, NCTM
imtaauditions@gmail.com

IMTA State Auditions Chair

| AUDITION NEWS |

O n Saturday, March 12, 2022 at Iowa 
State University, we held our first 
in-person State Pre-College Piano 

Auditions since 2019. We gave 93 students 
across the state the opportunity to play at their 
very best. 
Here is the student breakdown for each level:
Level A - 17
Level B - 19
Level C - 20
Level D - 14
Level E - 14
Level F - 9
As State Chair, my priorities included ensuring 
all judges, judges' assistants, and door monitors 
were comfortable in their roles, because if they 
weren't comfortable, these budding musicians 
wouldn't be able to play at their best. 
I hope to continue this culture of kindness and 
care next year as we emerge from the pandemic.
This, of course, would not have been a success at 
all without YOUR support, so I would like to 
take the time to thank the following:
Our judges, for spending a Saturday 
adjudicating the best in our state!
Level A - Elise Davidson
Level B - Rachel McCoy
Level C - Dr. Mei-Hsuan Huang
Level D - Dr. Andrea Johnson
Level E - Dr. Janci Bronson
Level F - Dr. Melinda Westphalen
Then, I would like to thank those who 
assisted throughout the day:
Dr. Janci Bronson - morning set-up and overall 
preparation for hosting auditions at ISU!
Cyndie Caruth - taking student pictures and 
answering questions as needed!
Sherri Lauritsen, Angie Grecian-Bransky, 
Jeanette Hinkeldey, Galina Jarrell, Nai-Ying 
Liao, Tina Chapman, Suzanne Torkelson, 
Richard Sessler, Olivia Petsche, Pat Schroeder, 

Laura Crumbleholme - helping as door 
monitors!
Sarah Robinson, Suzanne Winterhof, Allison 
Chenoweth, Roberta Quist, Jingyi Zhan, 
Chiaki Kubota, Robin Henriksen, Nancy 
Schoen, Nai-Ying Liao, and Tina Chapman - 
helping as Judge's Assistants!
Allison Chenoweth - picking up lunch for the 
judges!
Deb Ausborn, Nancy Cree, and Linda Benson 
for holding down the registration table!
Roberta Quist and Laura Crumbleholme for 
helping clean up!
Carroll Caruth for assisting with all the 
finances!
We will follow up with mailing of certificates 
and later, a congratulatory letter to state winners 
containing important information about our 
Honors Recital on Sunday, June 5, 2022 at 
4:00 pm in Great Hall, UNI in Cedar Falls. 
Please save the date! Congratulations to all 
parents, teachers and students and again, thank 
you all for helping out with this year's State 
Auditions. If you wish to download a program 
from state auditions, there is one available 
under the Auditions/State auditions tab.
 I look forward to seeing everyone again at the 
IMTA State Conference!
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2021-22 Scholarship Audition dates
Dec. 11, Jan. 22, Feb. 26,

 or by appointment.

Optional-schedule a weekday audition or 
send in your audition through YouTube.

To schedule your
Music Scholarship Audition

or for more information please contact :
music@sau.edu  563-333-6146

by appointment
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| FROM MY CORNER CABINET |

WOMEN COMPOSERS BOOK 1

Amy Jo Wrobel

I n celebration of Women’s History Month, 
I would be remiss in not bringing to our 
attention the multitudinous ways that 

women composers have influenced our music 
repertoire throughout the ages. This early to late 
intermediate compilation offers a “wealth of 
undiscovered gems”, including compositions by 
more well-known female composer Amy Beach 
as well as lesser-known composers like Hedwige 
Chre’tien, Elisabetta de Gambarini, and Mel 
Bonis. In other volumes, composers include 
Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel, Clara Wieck 
Schumann and Agathe Backer Grondahl.
In Book 1, I was intrigued by these “unknown” 
female composers and decided to do some 
research not only on the women but on their 
music. Surely, I’m not alone in a world of 
“male-dominated” classical music, much to 
my chagrin, I’ve not explored these talented 
women and the music they created.
Sitting down to the piano I played through 
each piece and laughed at some of the almost 
mischievous nuances that greeted me. Thinking 
erroneously that women would only compose 
“pretty sounding” music, I was delighted at the 
depth and challenge that these pieces offered 
and were included in this book. I love how 
each composer is highlighted with a detailed 
biography, giving insight into the person, 
history, and stylistic character of the composer 
herself.
Columbine from Children’s Carnival, Op. 25, 
No. 2 by Amy Beach (C2 IMTA Audition 
repertoire) was delightfully playful and equally 
challenging. Beach is known for her intense and 
passionate compositions. Early on she focused 
on piano performance, but after her marriage 
to Dr. H.H.A. Beach, who was 25 years her 
senior, she focused mainly on composition 
performing with the exception of an annual 
recital. In later years, Beach layered her late-
Romantic style with chromatic and dissonant 
sounds surrounding intense lyricism. Sonatina 

No. 1 (Pastorale) II. Andante, Espressivo by 
Hedwige Chre’tien conjures up images of 
the serene beauty of the countryside. This 
piece flowed easily and was charming in its 
simplicity. Chre’tien is a lesser-known French 
pianist and composer. Not much is actually 
known about her, but she studied at the Paris 
Conservatory, later becoming a Professor at 
the Paris Conservatory. She composed songs, 
piano works, two operas, and several chamber 
and orchestral works. Chre’tien wrote in 
the Romantic style embracing elements of 
Impressionism.
Minuetto in F Major from Sonata VI by 
Elisabetta de Gambarini (B1 IMTA Audition 
repertoire) “was best known as a mezzo-soprano 
singer, having even sung with George Frideric 
Handel in his masterwork composition, 
Messiah” (Zimmerman p.6). Minuetto is 
graceful, bringing to mind a picture of a dancing 
smoothly and effortlessly moving her feet with 
delicate small steps. Perfectly adorned with a 
trill at the end, this piece is simply elegant.
I’ve acquired a piano student from France and 
have communication with his father who still 
lives there, so I was excited by Melanie (Mel) 
He’le’ne Bonis’ delightfully childlike Cache-
Cache (hide and seek), pronounced “kesh-kesh”. 
French is quickly becoming the “norm” during 
my student’s piano lesson as we learn from 
each other. Since Melanie’s parents deemed 
it “unladylike” to be a musician, she used the 
androgynous form of her name under which all 
of her pieces were published. In Cache-Cache, 
the silence in this piece is the musical equivalent 
of a child “hiding”. Five-finger scale paters 
imitates the pattering of running feet trying to 
“seek” the one hiding. Articulation is vital as 
it brings out the energy in the many staccatos, 
which also reflects the “sneaking around” one 
does while playing this famous childhood game.

Compiled and Edited by Crystal Zimmerman
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| LOCAL ASSOCIATION NEWS |

NAMTA PEDAGOGY WORKSHOP  
TO BE HELD IN JULY
Teaching Piano with Ease through  
Open-Access Educational Videos  
Presented by Dr. Janci Bronson 
Dr. Janci Bronson has created a new 
multimedia music education resource, 
designed to enhance instruction and the 
learning experience of students. The session 
will explore various teaching topics offered 
by the free educational videos, such as 
the Bronson Musical Learning Pyramid, 
sight-reading strategies, and technique demonstrated through 
repertoire and Hanon exercises. Come learn how to leverage this 
resource to supplement your own teaching with greater ease.
Dr. Janci Bronson is the Coordinator of Class Piano and Piano 
Pedagogy at Iowa State University. Her education includes a 
Ph.D. in Music Education, emphasis in Piano Pedagogy from 
the University of Oklahoma (OU), where she studied with Drs. 
Jane Magrath and Barbara Fast. She holds a Master of Music 
in Piano Performance and Pedagogy from OU. A Bachelor of 
Music, summa cum laude, in Piano Performance was earned from 
Kansas State University (KSU), where she studied piano with Dr. 
Virginia Houser and organ with Dr. Mary Ellen Sutton.
Dr. Bronson is an active leader within the Music Teachers National 
Association (MTNA). She is currently the Iowa Music Teachers 
Association (IMTA) state President. Previously, she served as the 
IMTA state Technology chair, where she wrote biannual articles 
published in the Iowa Music Teacher magazine. She chaired 
the 2017 IMTA state conference planning committee, hosted 
at ISU. Dr. Bronson was chosen as the 2016-2017 IMTA State 
Certified Teacher of the Year and received the 2017 IMTA State 
Distinguished Service award. Previously, Dr. Bronson served as 
the OU MTNA chapter President when they won the MTNA-
Benjamin Whitten National Collegiate Chapter of the Year 
award. As an undergraduate, she served as the KSU MTNA 
collegiate chapter President.
She frequently serves as an adjudicator, master class teacher, and 
clinician. In 2019, Dr. Bronson was the Pedagogy Workshop 
guest clinician, hosted at Wartburg College in Waverly, IA. 
Additionally, Dr. Bronson maintains a successful private piano 
studio of beginners through advanced students. Her students 
win district and state performance competitions and have been 
accepted into prestigious undergraduate and graduate piano 
programs. In summer 2019, she solitarily designed and taught 
Children’s Intro to Piano classes for the Ames, IA and surrounding 
communities. Janci is also a devoted wife and proud mother of 
three young children. 

In the Practice Room: Strategies  
which Lead to Confident Memory  
& Performance  
Presented by Dr. Andrea Johnson  
- Do you find that your students seem to 
grow busier and more over-scheduled each 
year? This growing trend causes students 
and professionals alike to search for ways 
to practice "smarter" not "harder." This 
practical session will highlight music 
practicing and memorization strategies for students of all ages, 
with support from current research.
Historical and Stylistic Overview of Romantic Era Piano 
Teaching Repertoire - Pedaling, characterization, rubato, and 
the art of the phrase. This historical and stylistic overview of the 
Romantic era will highlight stylistic tenets, discuss key composers 
(including under-represented composers), and demonstrate 
inspiring teaching repertoire.
Dr. Andrea Johnson is the Assistant Professor of Piano Pedagogy 
at the University of Northern Iowa where she teaches courses in 
group piano and piano pedagogy, and serves as the coordinator 
for both programs. Andrea obtained her Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree in Piano Performance and Pedagogy degree at 
the University of Oklahoma in 2019 where she also served as 
Instructor of Piano Pedagogy from 2018-2019. Her primary 
teachers include Jane Magrath, Barbara Fast, Claire Wachter, 
David Riley, Susan Chan, and Leonard Richter. Andrea also 
holds degrees from the University of Oregon, and Portland State 
University.
Andrea has enjoyed collaborative performances with students 
and faculty members at the University of Northern Iowa and 
University of Oklahoma and her recent invited performances 
include Portland, Eugene, Bend, and Monmouth, Oregon, 
Pullman, Washington, Norman, Oklahoma, and Cedar Falls, 
Iowa. Andrea’s dissertation, “The Acting System of Konstantin 
Stanislavski as Applied to Piano Performance” was highlighted 
in the Iowa Music Teachers Association Winter Magazine. An 
article based on her dissertation topic was recently published 
in the Piano Pedagogy Forum, an online journal curated by the 
Frances Clark Center for Keyboard Pedagogy.
She was the recipient of several awards and scholarships 
including the University of Oklahoma’s Provost’s 2017 Graduate 
Teaching Award for Teaching Excellence in the Fine Arts and 
Humanities. Andrea regularly presents pedagogy workshops 
regionally and has most recently been invited to present at the 

Dr. Janci Bronson Dr. Andrea Johnson

Continued on next page
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| LOCAL ASSOCIATION NEWS & EVENTS |

UNI HOSTS 
KEYBOARD FESTIVAL 

T he University of Northern Iowa hosted 
the annual UNI Keyboard Festival on 
Saturday, March 26, 2022. Students 

attended lectures and interactive presentations 
given by Dr. Andrea Johnson and Dr. Randall 
Harlow. Each student prepared two works to 
perform in a group/lesson setting with Dr. 
Robin Guy, Dr. Vakhtang Kodanashvili, Dr. 
Andrea Johnson and Professor Sean Botkin.  
The day concluded with a recital presented by 
the eleven attending students from the studios 
of Jean Hilbert, Cyndie Caruth and Pat Reuter 
Riddle.

2021 Music Teachers National Association Virtual Conference. 
Andrea regularly serves as an adjudicator in Iowa, Oklahoma, and 
Oregon and she also serves as President of the Northeast Area 
Music Teachers Association.
New Music Session  
Presented by Dr. Suzanne Torkelson
Dr. Suzanne Torkelson, currently Professor 
of Piano at Wartburg College, holds the 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Piano 
Performance from the University of Iowa, 
the Master of Music degree from Kansas 
State University and the Bachelor of 
Music Education degree from Wartburg 
College. In addition, she has studied 
performance and pedagogy at the doctoral 
level at the University of Colorado, Boulder, providing full-time 

accompanying assistance at that institution. Her piano study 
has been with Kenneth Amada, Larry Graham, Mark Wait, and 
Robert Edwards, and she has had extensive experience in chamber 
literature and accompanying, coaching with Eugene Bossart and 
Martin Isepp. 
Dr. Torkelson is Director of the Tower School (preparatory 
program) at Wartburg College. She is very active in the field 
of piano pedagogy, is Repertoire Chair and New Music Editor 
for the Iowa Music Teachers Association, and continues to 
work extensively with pre-college students. Dr. Torkelson is in 
frequent demand as clinician and adjudicator, presenting sessions 
in pedagogy in the Midwest region and throughout the United 
States. She has served MTNA as state president, Division Director 
for the eight-state West Central Division of MTNA, and on 
MTNA's national board, and has received their Master Teacher 
certification, the highest level of professional certification. She 
was honored as a MTNA Foundation Fellow in 2016.

Dr. Suzanne Torkelson

Continued from page 55

Continued from page 47
favorite for those who like to add visual variety to their music. 
Synthesia works in two ways – one can play a MIDI keyboard and 
have what they play displayed on the screen, but it’s most powerful 
feature is the ability to playback MIDI files. The popularity of this 
play-along style of learning is evident in the thousands of amateur 

pianists who have learned songs using Synthesia, and while some 
teachers may not always encourage this rote style of learning, it 
can be a fun and engaging activity for students who want to jump 
right in with their favorite pop tunes or Disney hits.
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MUSIC AT AUGUSTANA

For more information on music degrees, areas of study, scholarship audition dates,  
and scheduling a campus tour, please visit: www.augustana.edu
Music scholarships – $1,000-$4,000 annually for students of any major
Carl B. Nelson Music Education Bonus Scholarship – $500 additional scholarships 
annually for students majoring in music education
Augie Choice – $2,000 to support hands-on learning, such as international study,  
research or an internship. 

Augustana College Department of Music 
639 38th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201-2296
800-798-8100 x7233
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Diversifying Piano Repertoire through  
the Cartoon World of Anime: 
Artistic Arrangements for Elementary 
through Advanced Piano Levels
Because many piano 
students desire to play 
popular and film music, 
piano teachers experience 
a need for music that is 
rhythmically intuitive and 
pedagogically sound, yet 
relevant to young pianists. 
Anime, or Japanese film 
animation, is a popular 
entertainment media with a global audience, 
and its music offers unique applications to piano 
teaching and performance. This presentation 
provides an overview of anime research and 
reviews piano arrangements of anime music by 
YouTube sensation and Steinway artist, Mike 
Guo, among other Japan-based composers and 
arrangers. Recent publications of anime piano 
arrangements provide fresh access to popular 
and film music, while supporting creative and 
technical development in piano students. With 
these resources, music educators are afforded 
a unique opportunity to expand standard 
repertoire with music that is culturally diverse 
and artistically vibrant.
Heather Gillis is a graduate assistant at the 
University of Northern Iowa, where she is 
pursuing a Master of Music degree in Piano 
Performance and Pedagogy. She teaches private 
and group piano lessons in central and northern 
Iowa, and is an active member of NAMTA and 
MTNA.

| COLLEGIATE CHAPTER NEWS |

Uncharted Territory: Strategies for Teaching 
Jazz in Private Piano Lessons
In my experience, teachers 
often only teach students 
the value of classical piano 
repertoire. While this is 
incredibly valuable, there 
are other techniques 
and genres of music that 
students can benefit from. 
These other styles of music 
can be intimidating to 
teachers with little experience, but it can be 
a learning experience for the teacher and the 
student. Jazz can be broken down into three 
main aspects: ear training, harmonization, 
and improvisation. While these may seem like 
high level concepts reserved for professionals, 
these aspects can start from the beginning. 
Additional practical components of teaching 
jazz in piano lessons are music theory fluency, 
pattern recognition, and rhythmic integrity. 
Students can also become more musically 
autonomous with creativity and independence, 
which allows the student to make their own 
musical decisions overtime. In this workshop, 
I will address many of the benefits of teaching 
jazz elements in piano training. The key aspects 
listed above can be applied to both groups 
and individual students. Jazz music also has a 
rich history that can be used to teach students 
American music history that they may not 
get to experience when focusing primarily on 
classical music. Jazz has multiple styles within 
the genres such as blues, swing, and latin styles, 
and can also be branched off into styles that 
feature a solo pianist such as ragtime or stride 
piano.
Molly Thomas is a native of Birmingham, 
Alabama and is currently pursuing a Masters 
degree in Piano Performance and Pedagogy at 
the University of Northern Iowa. Molly enjoys 
collaborative playing and teaching students of all 
ages. 

Dr. Andrea Johnson
andrea.johnson@uni.edu

Collegiate Chapters Chair

COLLEGIATE ABSTRACTS:  
GRAD STUDENTS SHARE RESEARCH

In this portion of 
the IMTA Magazine, 
University of Northern 
Iowa Masters in Piano 
Performance and 
Pedagogy Candidates 
Molly Thomas and 
Heather Gillis share 
abstracts from their 
research presentations 
which will be highlighted 
at the IMTA State 
Conference, June 2022. 
Thank you Molly and 
Heather for your 
submissions.

Molly Thomas

Heather Gillis
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| IMTA FESTIVAL NEWS |

Lissa Pohlman
imtafestivals@gmail.com

IMTA State Festival Chair

N ine IMTA Piano Festivals were 
scheduled for this school year. Two 
were cancelled because of weather. 

Congrats to Cedar Falls, Cedar Rapids, 

Coralville, DesMoines Suburbs, Dubuque, 
Lytton/Carroll, and the Quad Cities on holding 
in-person festivals. Here are the statistics from  
three years.

2021-2022 
IMTA FESTIVALS REPORT

2019-20  51 teachers, 250 students, Income $7500, Expenses $6197.26, Profit $1302.74

2020-21  20 teachers, 100 students, Income $3335, Expenses $2741.80, Profit $593.20

2021-22  37 teachers, 190 students, Income $6025, Expenses $4646.67, Profit $1378.33 

SIMPSON.EDU/MUSICSCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE!
Schedule your audition at simpson.edu/MusicAudition

MUSIC
Collaborate, learn and perform with people who 
share your passion. Make music at Simpson and 
share your talents with the world. 
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I grew up participating in the IMTA events 
in Northwest Iowa and at state competitions. 
My family is currently living in Central Texas 
where I work with my husband as he pastors 
a church. Along with mentoring seminary 
students, editing manuscripts for books and 
working on a research project, I teach 2 piano 
lessons. Teaching piano has been a small 
hobby since I was in my 20s. I am in need of 
a strong repertoire for my current students 
and remembered the repertoire my own 
teacher, Karen Carr, accessed through IMTA. 
I basically came back to my roots in order to 
provide my students the best that I know to 
offer.

TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER
BETH KILPATRICK 

Looking forward to seeing new and 
longtime members in June

| TEACHER FEATURE |

Beth Kilpatrick

I hope many of you enjoyed in-person auditions 
as much as I did. Seeing familiar faces at district 
auditions and having the opportunity to meet 
some new teachers was so refreshing! We 
discussed how much we have missed gathering 
together and how much we are looking forward 
to the State Conference in June at UNI. 
The upcoming conference is a great time to 
encourage new members to come, meet other 

Rachel D. McCoy, NCTM
imtamentorchair@gmail.com

IMTA Mentor Chair

teachers, and grow as a teacher and musician. 
The conference is also a great time to encourage 
prospective new members to come see what 
IMTA is all about. Do you know someone 
you could invite to attend with you? First-time 
conference attendees receive a discount, too. 
See you and a friend in June!
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| THEMA |

T he 2022 Terrace Hill Piano Competition was held 
in partnership with Iowa PBS, with the annual 
event held at Maytag Auditorium in Johnston and 

contestants performing on the Steinway concert grand on  
February 4-5, 2022.
Junior contestants (grades 9-11) competed for cash prizes 
provided by Jennon and Beth Caruth, Clarity Enrollment 
Solutions of Eden Prairie, MN.  Senior contestants competed for 
scholarships to attend an Iowa college or university through the 
Terrace Hill Endowment for the Musical Arts .This year’s judge 
was Dr. Du Huang, Professor of Piano at Luther College, Decorah 
Iowa.  All contestants received valuable written comments, and 
certificates presented by the first gentleman, Kevin Reynolds. 
Congratulations to all 16 students who participated and 
represented the state of Iowa so beautifully.

Junior Competition Winners
First Place: Jonathan Stoker, Ames  
Teacher: Dr. Mei-Hsuan Huang, Iowa State University
Second Place: Quentin Fonseca, Rock Island, IL  
Teacher: Dr. Marian Lee, St. Ambrose University
Third Place: Jack Stremlow, Davenport  
Teacher: Dr. Marian Lee, St. Ambrose University

Junior Competition: Quentin Fonseca (2nd place), Jack Stremlow  
(3rd place), Jonathan Stoker (1st place), Dr. Du Huang, Adjudicator

Senior Competition: Dr. Du Huang, Adjudicator, Emma DeVries,  
Jonathan Chen (1st place),Katherine Frantsen (3rd place),  
Chaylie Lippert (2nd place), Iowa’s First Gentleman Kevin Reynolds,  
Dr. David Pierselor

Senior Competition Winners
First Place: Jonathan Chen, Iowa City 
Teachers: Feilin Lin-Murray, Solon & Dr. Jack Winerock, 
University of Kansas
Second Place: Chaylie Lippert, Steamboat Rock  
Teacher: Dr. Ted Reuter, Wartburg College
Third Place: Katherine Frantsen, Waverly  
Teacher: Dr. Ted Reuter, Wartburg College

We are grateful to the following sponsors for their continued 
support toward this unique Iowa event:
Iowa PBS
West Music - annual major scholarship contribution
Rotary Club of Northwest Des Moines - sponsor for 
competition judge 
Jennon & Beth Caruth, Clarity Enrollment Solutions -  
sponsor for Junior competition awards
Des Moines Music Teachers Association
Federated Music Club of Des Moines
Iowa Music Teachers Association
Music Teachers of Central Iowa
Details for 2023 will be published in the Fall issue of the Iowa 
Music Teacher magazine and on the competition website: 
https://terracehill.iowa.gov/thema 

TERRACE HILL PIANO COMPETITION  
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
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Linda Allebach, NCTM
imtacertification@gmail.com

Explore your own path to 
certification! Linda is there to  
guide you as well as connect you 
with others who are undertaking 
this professional journey.  
Contact her today!

| CERTIFICATION NEWS |

IMTA Certification Chair

T his past February I had the opportunity 
to read a book by Dr. Brené Brown, 
The Gifts of Imperfection. In case 

you aren’t familiar with Dr. Brown, she is a 
research professor at the University of Houston 
Graduate College of Social Work.  She has spent 
the last decade studying vulnerability, courage, 
worthiness, and shame.  Her books are often 
found on the New York Times bestseller lists 
and her podcasts, “Unlocking Us”, are listened 
to by millions.  Her 2010 TEDxHouston talk, 
on the power of vulnerability, is one of the most 
watched talks on TED.com.
In The Gifts of Imperfection Brené brings forth 
three ideas that help us understand and embrace 
the imperfect parts of our lives.  These three gifts 
are courage, compassion, and connection.  I will 
discuss each idea to hopefully encourage future 
candidates for NCTM Certification to begin 
the process to become nationally certified.
First a disclaimer:  when any music teacher or 
performer hears the word imperfect in regards to 
music making, they normally dismiss the entire 
concept. We work so hard getting our music 
and our students to a point of almost perfection 
that to look at imperfection as a viable part of 
our profession makes us uncomfortable.  Don’t 
we always entertain the idea of perfection in 
everything we do?  Don’t we really want to set 
ourselves far apart from imperfection?
Actually, my point here is that the feeling of 
making all we do perfect is what drives many of 
our peers away from signing up for certification 
and doing the required teacher projects.  What 
if our work is not up to MTNA standards?  
Will we have to rework many of our recordings 
several times, taking up valuable time with 
students and their families?
A gift of imperfection, courage, is the one thing 
we need to take that first step.  We all have 
doubts about our work with students but why 
not take the time to find the basis for those 
doubts?  By challenging ourselves with activities 
designed to test and relay our skills, certification 

serves to define our strengths and weaknesses.  
Don’t kid yourself: everyone has both and it’s 
our opportunity to find our weaknesses and 
seek answers for change.
The second gift of imperfection is compassion.  
Aren’t we all guilty of having more compassion 
with others than we are with ourselves?  Don’t 
our criticisms with our work and music 
sometimes sing like an ear worm melody in our 
brains?  Where is our compassion for ourselves, 
a precious kind of self-love?  Dr. Brown quotes 
Chödrön’s book, The Places That Scare You, 
with the following words, “When we practice 
generating compassion, we can expect to 
experience the fear of our pain.  Compassion 
practice is draining.  It involves learning to relax 
and allow ourselves to move gently toward what 
scares us.”1

In defining connection, Dr. Brown states 
“connection is the energy that exists between 
people when they feel seen, heard, and valued; 
when they can give and receive without 
judgment; and when they derive sustenance 
and strength from the relationship.”2 What 
better way to feel connected to an organization 
like MTNA than to better your skills through 
the process of certification and be recognized 
by the Iowa Music Teacher Association and 
your local club?  What I am basically describing 
is a educational process that makes you a better, 
more active member and helps you gain respect 
from professional teaching groups.
Courage, compassion, and connection-three 
concepts that can move us to begin the steps 
to receiving national certification.  No one 
performs or teaches ‘perfectly’ so why don’t 
we accept that imperfection will be part of our 
ongoing education to completing our NCTM 
work? Can you embrace these gifts in your work 
and use them to becoming nationally certified?
Give me a call or email and let me help you use 
your gifts to put NCTM behind your name.
1Chödrön Pema. The Places That Scare You
2Brown, Brene. The Gifts of Imperfection

The Gifts of Imperfection:

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR 
NCTM CERTIFICATION STUDY
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